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We. _ TY * 4h "Oat Samos" IL 
— 23 uly laſt; being put in We 
Ae + 8 bY by 1 IRP is 155 
pvpour and my ſincere Friend 
and Well - wiſher, I read it with 
Pleaſure, in all the Paſſages 
which expreſs your warm Zeal, and a juſt * - 
Concern for the Intereſt of the Chriftian Re- 
1 and its faithful Miniſters: Thus far 
| A 2 you 


4 God always preſent 


you have, Sir, and ought to have, my n 
Concurrence. 

But meeting with ſome Notions, which: 1 
to me, appear not only modern, but unſa afe, 
and not conſiſtent with ſome Fas and Truths 
in the Evangelical Writings ; I perſuaded my- 
ſell, that you, (as a Peron gf,Candor, and Lover 
of T; ruth), would not be offendeq with the 

iberty I have taken, to examine ſome Par- 
ticulars, which, to me, appear not altoge- 
ther of the ſame Complection with that Re- 


preſentatiop thatis made of them: in che New 
Teſtament. 


The Title and Subſtance of your Sermon 
repreſent, that Jeſus Chriſt is ever preſent 
with his faithful Minifters, and will be ſo to 
the End of the, World. Pray conſider, Sir, 
Doth this otion agree with the two Parts of 


the Article in our Creed, called, The Apoſtles 
Creed, concerning Chriſt's Aſcenſion, and bis 


fitting. at. the. Right-hand. of God, the Father 

Almighty ? 
John xx. Giri himſelf faith expreſsly, I aſcend to 
17. my Father, and td your Father; tomy Gut; 
Mark and to | your Gad. St. Mar | dieb. & Our 
xvi. 19. % Lord (Chriſt) was taken up into Heaven, 
| cc and ſat at the Right-hand od. And ſo 
Luke faith St. Luke, © He was, taken up From — 
Acts i. into Heayen,” And St. Peter faith, © _ 
pe. is now at the Right-hand of, Ac 
ini. 22, - Now. I ſuppoſe you belieye that, Chr 

whole Body and Soul, the ſame i in, w] ich 


with his faithful Miniſters. 
lived, and died, and roſe again, were taken 
up into Heaven, and fits on the Right-Hand of 
God the Father ; where his Perſon, Soul and 
Body, are to remain till the Time of the 
Reſtitution, or Conſummation of all Things. 


This was St. Peters Doctrine, that Heaven Acts iii. 


N recei ve Grit. till #6, Reſtitution of Ar. r. 


A mitting theſe Points; which ſure are 
undeniable, then it muſt. follow, this very 
Chrift, who died, aſcended, and ſits on the 
Right- band of God, is not ever. preſent with, 
his faith Miniſters, as you afſirm of him. 

The Lutherans and the Papiſis, indeed, be- 
lieve him carnglly Preſent, and ſome others 
ſpiritualh. preſent, in the Lord's Supper; nei- 

r. of, which, ſeems to be the Preſence; you 


aimed at in your Serman. The Preſencep 5, 38. 


which you inſiſt upon, and; diſtinctly enlarge 
upon, is a ſpiritua! Preſence; 3, which; I ſhall, 
conſider; after I have put yon in Mind that the 


Power given to Chriſt, by God the Fatber, was Mat. 
a derivative and limited Authprity: It was xxviii. 18. 


given and derived from Gad tbe Father, and P. 12. 


limited and perſonal to the 11 Apoſtles, in a 
cial Senſe, and Duration too. For it is 
ud, Iam with you, (my Apoſtles ;) but it is 

not laid, and unh all your. $ ueceſſars. Again, 

Lam with you to the End, or Cyꝝſimmation 

of (this) Ag Fi when the firſt Plantation of the: 

Religion 15h ve taught you, will require a 

more than ordinary Wiſdom and Diligencs: 


P. 8. 


* Heb. 


Xx. 12, 


' God always preſent 
I am with you in my kind Wiſhes, and af- 
fectionate Defire; my Heart will ſtill be 
with you, as you expreſs it; and I think it 
may be underſtood, that he will continue 
to offer up his conſtant Requeſts to God the 


Father 1n their Behalf, Heb. vii. 25. as 


their Interceſſor with God: And his Inter- 
ceffion is perpetual*, Rom. vill 34. Thus 
St. Paul thought. 

In Pages 5, 6, 7. you explain your Mean- 


ing affirmatively, ſaying, that this Expreſſion, 


J am with you, directly ſignifies a ſpiritual 
Preſence of Chriſt with his Diſciples; and that 
he would be 407th them by the Influences of his 
Holy Spirit. Yet preſently you ſay, Our 
Redeemer was going, and our Intereſt called 
him to another World. —Yon mention Chri/'s 


own Words, John xvi. 7. That it was ex- 


“ pedient he ſhould go away. ---Where then 
is his Preſence; You we (uy e The Holy 
Spirit was ſent to ſupply his Place.”---Does 
that ſuppoſe his Preſence? Doth it not cer- 


ia tainly expreſs his Abſence ? You fay, (citing 


Jobn xiv. 16.) © That Chriſt promiſed to pray 


te the Father to give his Diſciples another 
«© Comforter inſtead of himſelf.” ---Doth that 
ſignify, that he (Chriſt) would be ever pre- 
ſent with his Diſciples ? In that Text it is ſaid, 


that other Comforter ſhould abide with them 


always; but that doth not imply, much leſs 
expreſs, Chriſts being ever preſent with them, 
but that the other Comforter ſhould ſupply 


with bis faithful Miniſters. 
his Abſence. In ſhort, you have made it out 
plainly, that Chr:/? himſelf was gone, removed, 
avithdrawn from his Diſciples into Heaven, 
had left them, in his Stead, another, to com- 
fort them in his Abſence ; and yet he, though 
gone and abſent, was ever preſent with them, 
and with us too: And all this may be ſaid, you 
aſſure us, with the higheſt Propriety. Sir, p. 7. 
according to the Truth and the Fact, as ſtated 
by you, and ſet forth in the Holy Scriptures, 
Chriſt himſelf, that is, after his Aſcenſion, 
was never preſent with his faithful Miniſters, 
the Apoſtles; but the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
| forter, was preſent in Chriſt's Stead with his 
Apoſtles ; and I believe is with all his faithful 
Miniſters | 
Having laid down your Notion, that Chriſt 
is ever preſent, &c. as a Foundation for your 
Diſcourſe, you proceed, from Page 12, to en- 
large upon it, to Page 14. as a Thing certain 
and unqueſtionable; though, in ſeveral Places, 
your own Words ſuppoſe him in his Perſon 
abſent, removed, and now in Heaven. I paſs 
over your Remark upon the Words 71g cure, 
7s aww, Which indeed, in the 13th Chapter 
of St. Matthew, may ſignify the End of the 
World; but in the 24th of St. Matthew, 
rather ſignify the End of that Age, or Time, 
\ in which the Apoſtles lived. 5 ba 
In Page 20. you intimate, that Chriſt's In- 
fluence would continue to his Miniſters with- 
out Interruption, and alſo to his People from 
| Day 


_ 


God always preſent © 

Day to Day; and you enlarge upon that 
Notion in a Page or two; but you do not at 
all explain how the Influence of Chrif, ab- 
ſent in his Perſon, ſhould be extended to his 
Miniſters, Sc. here on Earth; and you ſup- 
poſe 4 (or the) Holy Spirit ſupplies his Ab- 
ſence ; and if that Holy Spirit be acting in his 
Stead, then the Influences of that Holy Spirit 
were certainly intended to anſwer all the 
Purpoſes of an abſent Chriſt, for the Benefit 
of Chriff's Apes &c. and conſequently en- 
tirely excuſed the Preſence of Chriſt by that 
Holy Spirit's Influences. I only take Notice 
of this, as what ſeems to me to be an Inac- 
curacy- in yout Notion, if compared with the 
Scripture Account of this Matter. | 
II, Sit, Chris Preſence with the Apoſtles, 
c. after his Aſcenſion, had been a Fact of 
that Ceftainty and Neceſſity as you have ſtated 
ir, how comes it to paſs, that we have it not 
often mentioned in the Acis, and in the Epi- 
fs? Surely an Affair of that high Conſe- 
quence would have often been mentioned in 
the Acts, and im the Epiſtles: On the con- 
trary, St. Paul, Philip. i. 2 3. expteſsly takes 
Notice, It would be better for him to be 
With Chriſt abſont.“ And Cl. iv. 17. he 
very plainly intimates, That Ch/i/P's Abſence 
« will be, and continue to be, till the laſt 
IN P When the Dead in Cbriſt ſhall 


.de raiſed; und meet tb Lord Chriſt in the 


Chua, ' defending from Heaven." _ 
val en 


with bis faithful Miniſters. 

I. — adds, They ſpall be ever with the 
But what I chiefly intend to take Notice 
of, in your Sermon, is, that when you lay ſo 
very great a Stfeſs upon your Notion of the 
4 of Chrift with his Apoſtles, &c. you, 
at the fame Time, take little or no Notice of 
the Preſence of God, rhe ommpreſent God, 
whoſe Preſence is ſo neceſſary to our very 
Being, and to all our Bleffings, ſpiritual and 
Tetnporal. Here, Sir, you have the very 
Ground of my Complaint: My Complaint 
is not oy of Jour Conduct in this Sermon, 
for a fingle Inſtance would not make me fo 
uneaſy; but I have the fame Complaint 
_ againſt many of the Mriters and Preachers 
in the preſent Age, who are continually em- 
ploying their Thoughts and Diſcourſes about 
the Perſon and Characters of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
inſomuch that the God and Father of our Lord 

gas is too much and too often omitted, neg- 

ed, and left ont, in their Sermons, par- 
ticularly by thoſe Preachers who are under the 
Bias of Calviniſm. That great, though miſ- 
taken Reformer, Mr. Calvin, Gomarus, Per- 
kin, and Piſcator, with other eminent Wri- 
tefs, here and abroad, have formerly, but 
unhapplly, by their Writings, miſrepreſented 
the -Chriftiah Religion in ſome Points. For 
we find by Experience, that ſome Divines, 
and very many private Chyiſtians, do unwa- 
rily ſet a higher Value upon the Love of 

jay B Chriſt, 


10 


God. always preſent 
Chriſt, of an atoning Chriſt and * than 
they do upon the God of Chriſt, whom they 


ſuppoſe — have been inexorable, irre- 


concileable, &c. had not Cbriſt interpoſed 
with him! Does not this Notion, Sir, ne- 
ceſfarily lead People from the Love of God, 
to fix their higheſt Love and Regard upon 
Teſus Cbrift, the Miniſter and Meſſenger of 
od? And is not this, Sir, a monf trous and 


dreadful Conſequence? And is. this, Sir, a 


otion conſiſtent with that grand Principle 
of. our Maſter Feſus Chrift, Matth. xxii. 37. 
who being 4180 by» the Jewiſß Lawgiver, 
* Which was 9 great Commandment in 

te the Law?” Readily anſwered, Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Saul, with 
all thy Heart, — with all thy Might ; or, as 
St. Mark has it, Chap. xii. 13. repeating the 
fame. Words, Chriſt is ſaid to have adted, 
Thrs, is the firſt, or principal Command. 
And you will, Sir, agree with Feſus Chrift, 
that this really, certainly, and truly, is the 
firſt and principal Rule and Command to be 
obſerved by all Chriſtians. But how, Sir, is 
this. great Rule obſerved and practiſed by 
thoſe, who hold the Notion before mentioned? 
Their Love is warm, and of the higheſt De- 
gree towards Chrif, but is waxed cold towards 
the God of Chrift / Certainly. Chriſt bimſelf 
had fo j juſt a Regard to, and ſuch Notions of, 
his Poly to, and The Love of, his God and our 
God, that it cannot aa be ſuppoſed 127 

| ſhould 


* 


with his faithful Miniſters. It 
ſhould lead his Followers from his God and 
Father (as he is often called) from this higheſt 
Branch of our Duty and Obedience to God 
| alone. And whence, Sir, ariſes all this Apo- 
lacy from the ſupreme Love of God? You 
muſt know, and cannot but conſider, that 
this unhappy Departure from the Living God, 
and fixing our ſupreme Love on his Me Henger, 
is oweing originally to this capital Error, viz. 
the Want of preſerving the juſt and the Scrip- | 
ture Diſtinction between Oriſt, and the God 
of Cbriſt, which is ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon 
in ſeveral Paſſages of the New Teſtament. 
The facred Writers always take great Care 
ih their Language to preſerve ſuch a Diſtinct- 
ion, and a moſt neceſſary Diſtinction it is: 
For it ought to be always our great Care to 
render ta Tov Chriftou ro Cbriſto, & Ta Ts Theou To Me. 
Now all the great Chara#ers, that are 
aſcribed to Chriſt by the Holy Writers, are 
originally given and beſtowed upon him by 
his God and 'our God. For Inſtance : 
Is Griſt ſtiled a Saviour? It. is God made Acts v. 


him ſuch. 31. 

Is Chrift ſtiled our Lord or Maſter? It is Ads 4. 
God made him ſuch. 35. 

Is Cbriſt ſtiled our Teacher ? It is God that John 
made him aucb. viii. 28. 


neſs, our Sancti fication, our Redemproan 2 It 30, 31. 
was dmg that made him ſuch. © | 
B 2 Is 


9 
| Is Chri/t ſtiled our . iſdom, our Righteouſ- 4 Cor. i. | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


God aluays preſent 
t. Is Cbriſt ſaid to have all Power? (It ſhould 

be rendered Authority :/ It muſt be always re- 
John membered, that very. Authority was given 
xvii. 7, 8. him by God; and he received all from his Fa- 

ther, even his very Goſpel. 

Luke xi. Is Chrift ſaid to have wrought Miracles? 
20. it was by the Finger of God: For he ex- 
John v. preſely bald, he could do nothing from him- 


19, 30. e St, Peter aſſures us, That Jeſus 


iv. Jo Tas @ Man approved of God, by Mira- 
— bh cles, N. onders, and Signs, 22 God wrought 


8. him in the Midſi f the Fews, which they 
Mark ii. on and Chriſt himſelf qwned, and his Fol- 
"3c" TH ave Glory to God for it. 
25, 26. op highly exalted ? It was God that 
Philip. ii. . him, and freely gave him a Name 
% 11. above every Name; For what End? That 
every Tongue ſhould confeſs, or acknow- 
lege, the Lord Fefus to be his (org, to the 
Glory of God the Father. 
Is Chrift called God? It muſt be. in ſuch a 
Senſe as is conſiſtent with other plain and ſtrong 
_ Paſſages or Words of Chri/t, — his Apoſtles ; 
John i.z, viz. The Word was with God, and the Word 
| was; God. Which muſt be underſtood, That 
he was God in a Senſe ſo as to be with God; 
for he, who was with God, was not that 
2 God with whom he was, but a diſtinct 
al Bang the lame numerical and indivi- 


can, in no Langu e, be pro- 
ee, = 8 
7 


with lus faithful Miniſters. 
Jeſus Chrift, whom the Luthor to the He- 
brews, Chap. i. mentions as Gad, and m_ 
of him, That be loved Righteouſneſs, and 
bated Intquity : Therefore God, even his Gad, 


anainted bim with the Oyl of Gladneſs above his 
Fellows. Which plainly means, that he was, 
if you will allow me the Expreſſion, an 
anointed ,a rewarded Gad, or Governour; a God, or 
an excellent Perſon, whom God, even his God, a- 
nainted with the Oyl of Gladneſeabove bis Fellows! 
Now; I beſeech you, Sir, to conſider, and 
ſeriouſly to conſider, whether, in the few 
before-mentioned Inſtances, the juſt Diſtinct- 
ian between Chriſt, and the God 5 A. 
ought not always to be highly regarded. Oh 
what has happened for Wa ts Canks 
deration | How many Diſputes have diſturbed 
the Chriſtian World for many Ages! What 
Numbers of Chri/tians, and Chriſtian Divines 
too, have, in too true a Senſe, departed from 
the Living God, in their Devotion, and in their 
bigheſt Affection 0 
The unhappy Moravians have carried to 
the bigheſt Pitch the vulgar Principles con- 
cerning God, and the Qriſt of Gad. Among 
above a Hundred and Forty Hymns, which 
they have compoſed, you will not meet with 
tl Dozen addr to God. the Bather-t Nor, 
I think, above three or rour to the Hal ly Ghoſt, 
The reſt, all the reſt of — they 


devoutly ſing, are in the Praiſe, and to the 


| Gloty, of the Son, or their Cod, the 1 4 


Sad ahkways preſent 

and ſo are many of Dr. W——+s's Pſalns. 
That good Man! I do not doubt but he meant 
well; though, I hope, he now clearly fees 
What is right, and what is Truth; and ſo 
would others, if not unhappily miſled by the 
Gu=--ſes, the G---ls, the Br---ys, &c. of the 
preſent Age. Theſe Gentlemen, I am per- 
ſuaded, act according to the Light and In- 
formation they have hitherto attained, - O 
that their very uſeful Talents might hereafter 
be employed in promoting the higheſt and 
moſt fundamental Doctrines of the Chriftian 
Religion] Their Diligence and Zeal would 
be, no Doubt, attended with God's ſpecial 
Preſence, and followed with uncommon Suc- 
ceſs, and the Applauſe of Men and Angels. 

To recover a great Part of our —— 
Fellow-Chriſtians from fo fundamental an 
Error in Faith and Practice, we ſhould: al- 
ways have in our Minds that reateſt and 
moſt fundamental Principle in the Chin 
Religion. © To us (Chriſtians) there is but 
de ne God, the Father, whom Teſus Chr:/t 
ce himſelf expreſsly declared to be the only true 
* God.” This firſt and grand Principle of 
our holy Religion, all Chriſtians, and Teach- 
ers of the Chriſtian Faith eſpecially, ſnould 
ever inculcate with the greateſt Zeal and Dili- | 
gence: | This would in Time reſtore all the 
Parts of our Duty to God, to their juſt In- 
fluence upon our Minds and Lives. pr 


©} $$ 


with bis faithful Miniſters. 
But to return : Did not the Preſence of the 
Holy: Ghoft, or Holy. Spirit, promiſed by the 


Father, ſupply the Room of an abſent Chriſt, 


in all Things neceſlary for the m_ after 
Chriſt had left them? Surely that cannot be 


queſtioned, It was not Chriſt, but the Holy 


Sprrit's Preſence, . I ſay the Preſence of the 


15 


0 Spirit, which came upon the Apoſtles, to Ads ix. 


ify them for that extraordinary Service of 
2 g the Goſpel to Nations of different 
guages; This amazing, and this ſurpri- 


zing Event, immediately ſucceeding, Chriſts 


Aſcenſion, ſhould, according to your Notion, 
have been the true and real Effect of. Chriſt's 
Preſence with his Apoſtles, &c. But, in Fact, 
you. will find it was the Effect of the Holy 
Spirit, with which they were filled. As the 


Apoſtles were commanded by Chriſt to unit Acts ii. 


bor. the Promiſe of the Father. they waited at 
Jeruſalem, not for the Preſence of Chriſt, aa, 


Who was taken up while the Apoſtles beheld _ 9. 


him, and a Cloud received him out of their 
Sight; but they rightly underſtood Chriſts 
Words, and waited, as he commanded them, 
zo be baptized with the Holy Spirit, and to re- 
ceive Power, the Power 15 the Holy Spirit 
coming upon them. En Spiritus Sancti, at 
non Chriſti, præſentiam cum Apoſtolts ! .. _ 
The Miracle wrought on the Lame Man, 
Aft i iii. was not by Chriſts Preſence; accord- 
ing to your Scheme, but by Chrift's Autho- 
9, and the Holy Spirit's Energy; for by 
Chriſt's 


16 God ahways preſent 
Chriſt's Notice, and ordering his Apoſtles an 
J Power from on Hiob, tb aſſiſt them; 
that ts, the Preſence of the Holy Spirit, which 
indeed was God bimſelf, to whom the lame 
AQ iii. Mart offered his Praiſe ; and ſo did the Peo- 
8. iv. 27. ple, who well underſtood that God abne was 
the Author of the _ whoſe Preſence 
_ Chriſt bid the Apoſtle and wait for : 
Mark - And the * arty , preaching every 
wi. 20. whete, 2 Lord [=Ythounh) being ai kd 
he and confirming the Word (the 
| Goſpel) by Signs (miraculous Powers) which 
attended Ba. In this" Text it is manifeſt 
bo tor with them, not the aſcrnded Chrift, 
Acts iv. but the Lord God, the onmipreſent God; to 
24, 29, Which God, the Apoſttes, &. unanimouſly 
3 apply, and hot to a ent Chrift ; and they 
Pray, that God would gf ant, that they 
with all Freedom preach his Word; and that 
| God would affift them, by ſtrerebing out his Hand 
22 heal; and that Signs and Wonders might be 
by the Nair, that is, by the Aurbority 
Matt. 07155 Chrift had given them, to 
__ = a from on high 5 bouts attend them, 
Mark preaching and acting in Shs Name. And 
xvi. 20. that very Authority ( Act, ili. 6. ) Peter ſail 


to the lame Man, 1 the Name of Jeſus of 


Nazareth, ie up, and wult. God was the 
Author of this: Miracle, Ver. 13, Gr, 
honouted Cb##P? by it, and confirmed 

Alithority, who tad ptomifed a Power cb 
on high ſhould attend the Apoſtles : And — 
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lame Man's Faith made him a fit Object of 
the miraculous Cure. Ver. 16. In this Affair 
we find the miraculous Preſence of God, but 
not the Preſence of Chriſt, according to your 
Scheme. _—_ 
St. Stephen, no Doubt, could not be miſ- A vii. 
taken in the Point before us; and he ſaw ? 
Chrift flanding at the Right-hand of God, to 
which he had been exalted.” As ii. 33. At 
that Time Chri/t was preſent in Heaven, but 
was not preſent with his Apoſtles.—St. Peter Acts x. 
acquaints us, That God anointed Jeſus of Na- 38. 
zareth w1th' the Holy Ghoſt, and with Pouer; 
and that Chriſt went about doing Good, 
curing all who were oppreſſed by the Devil. 
And St. Peter adds, For God was with him 
(Chrift.) This was St. Peter's Notion, and 
a moſt true and certain Notion it was ; for 
God was the true and real Efficient of all the 
Miracles which Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
oy their Words and Actions, ſeemed to per- 

nne 
Me find in the Acts frequent Accounts of Ad ii. 
Perſons filled with the Holy Gboſt; St. Peter, 4. vi. 8. 
St. Paul, St. Stephen, and Barnabas, and“ 7% 
others; and even Chriſt himſelf is ſaid to be Luke iii. 


| filled with the Holy G; which muſt un- 22. iv. 1. 


doubtedly fignify ſuch a gracious Influence, 
Efficacy, and Preſence of God, as is all-ſuf- 
ficient to all ritual Gifts, Benefits, and Pur- 
poſes whatever, that any finite Being can want, 
for Action, or for ſpiritual Happineſs. Who- 
u 3 C ever 
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evet had, or hath this gracious Preſence of that 
Holy Spirit, (that is, of God,) hath all that can 
be deſired, or wiſhed for, to compleat their 
Jpiritual Perfection. Can any Perſon want 
or deſire more? 
Matt. [t was this Preſence of the Holy Glo, in 
xii. 28. an extraordinary Degree, which rendered 
Ehrift ſuperior to Moſes and the Prophets. 
Johnxiv. The Father duelt in him, and taught him what 
_ ii. . fraud ſay, and wrought the Miracles by 
aas vi, him, and by his Apoſtles, as the Inſtruments 
8. -*% af bis Power Lab Wiſdom. Miracles are ſuch 
Effects as no finite Being, but only the Great 
and the Omnipotent Author of the Univerſe 
could produce. He only can controul the 
ſtated and ordinary Courſe of all created Be- 
ings, and thelr ſeveral Properties and Qual- 
ties. 7 7 
The Notion of Nicidemas: who had ſeen 
his Miracles of Chi, was certainly juſt: 
John iii. And he ſaid to Chriſt, Sir, We know that thou 
> as i. 4 4 Teacher come from God ; for no Perſon 
22; 415 can do 'theſe Miracles which hou doeft, except 
— 10. Gad be with him. It was God alone who wrought 
2 ſfecial Miracles by the Hands of Paul; who 
0 6, aſſures us, That though there are Diverſities 
INS Operations, yet it is the. ſame God, who 
wworketh all in all. Is not then the Preſence 
of. that Gad, (who is the only Author and 
Giver. of every good and perfect Gift,) the beſt 
Preſence that Chriſt could promiſe to his Fol- 
8 Cbriſt knew full well that the 


12. 2 Fatber, 
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Father, (that is, God,) ve dwelt in bim, Jobn i. 
made him Lord, and Cbriſt, and Head of the 3 
Church ; and that all the Fulneſs of his Gifts, * 5 
and lis Characters, were derived from, and ii. 
oweing to, the good Pleaſure of God the Father ; 
and that all that he could promiſe to his Apo- 
files, and their Succeſſors, muſt originally 
come from his God and Father, and the fa- John 


vourable Preſence of his God would infinitely vil. 7.8. 


tranſcend the Preſence and Favour of himſelf 
(Chriſt.) Hereupon Chriſt, in a ſolemn Pray- 

er, addreſſed himſelf to the Father, whom 

he expreſsly ſtiles the only true Ged: And 
Chriſt ſaith, * 1 am to be no longer in the John 
* World ; theſe my Diſciples are in the World, en 51 
* Holy Father : 1 am coming to thee : Preſerve ' 
them by thy Name, (that is, by thy =_ 

e Providence, and ſpecial Influence) whom 
thou haſt given to me.” What! Could not 
Chriſt himſelf preſerve them, if, as the Doc- 

tor aſſerts, he was ever with them, and their 
Faithful Succeſors ? But Chriſt knew, and 

told his Diſciples, that he ſhould leave "them, Ver, 5, 
and go to the, Father; and therefore he earneſtly 7 Þ 16, 


prays; / that he, (the Faber,) would keep Vn. 7 


them in his Abſence. And Chriſt a ſecond 
Time, in his Prayer, faith, * Jam now coming ty, 
to thee; (O Father; 2 that thou would ſt xvii. 04 
« 'frep them {my Diſciples) rom the evil One, 15. 
tor from all *Evil,” ia Need of this 
Petition, or their being kept by th Furber, 
" —_ himſelf was #0 be over pruſent doiib 

C 2 them, 


20 


Cd ahuays preſent 


| them, according to the Doctor's Notion ? And 


Ver, 13. 


if Chriſt himſelf had the Care and Keeping of 
bis Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, would not 
his Keeping (according to the D——r% No- 


tion) have been abundantly ſufficient to ſe- 
cure them, and ſupply all that could be ne- 


ceſſary to them? Jeſus Chriſt nevertheleſs 


aſſures them, That it «vas expedient for them 


that. he ſhould go away; for if he went not 
away, the Comforter would not come unto 
them. By theſe Words of Chriſt it appears 
plainly, not only that he was to be abſent, but 
that bis Abſence was expedient far them, and 
his Preſence leſs expedient ; for be, une Com- 


3 | © forter, the Spirit of Truth, would Jead them 


into all Truth. Such a Guide Chriſt thought 
nec and ſuch a Guide his Apoſtles had. 
Now this Text ſtood in ſo ſtrong an Oppo- 
ſition to the D r's Notion, that it is ſtrange 
he ſhould overlook it. Chriſt's Preſence, which 
the D-—-r/magnihes as a great Privilege, is 
by Chrift himſelf” declared to be inexpedient, 


or .deſs expedient,, than the Preſence of the 
CCuomforter, whom he would ſend, who might 
' , ebidewith his Apoſtles, &c. for łuer. On the 


reſence, of this Cumforter a "leſs exceptionable 
Diſcaurſe might have been fomed, provided a 


due Allowance had been given to the extraor- 
dinary Caſa of the ole, above their Suc- 


ceſſots. „And the'D—r,” who enlarges fo 
much upon the Preſence of Ghra/t, might, | 
with a much better Grace, copidu dy: have 
gt | 1 inſiſted 
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inſiſted upon the Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt, 

which we find ſo often mentioned in the As. 

There we find Apoſtles, Churches, Gentiles, Ads ii. 

and Chriſt himſelf, were filled with the Holy 4- vi. 5. 

Ghoſt. St. Peter expreſsly affures us of this, ray — 

in theſe Words: — © FJeſus of Nazaretb, x. * 44) 

** whom God anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, 45. 

«© and with Power, went about doing Good, 

* and healing all who were el by the 

« Devil, — God was with him (Chriſt.)” 

And the fame God was with Chriſt's Apoſtles 

after Chriſt was taken from them up into 

Heaven, where he was to continue until he 

comes. to judge the Quick and the Dead, ac- 

cording to the Holy Scriptures, the Seventh 

Article of our Creed, and, it may be, the 

Judgement of the Univerſal Church. We find, 

Addis xiv. 27. St. Barnabas and St. Paul at 

Antioch, acquainting the Chriſtian Church 

there, and rebearfing what great Things God had 

done with, or by them. And the fame les 

acquaint the Church at Jeruſalem, with the Ads xy. 

other Apoſtles and Elders, what reat "Thing 6 22. 

God had done with them, and what Miracles 

and Wonders God had wrought among the 

Gentiles by them. And when St. Paul attended 

St. Fames and the Elders at Feruſalem, he 

declared particularly what God had wrought Acts xxi, 

1. the Gentiles by bis Ministry: And 18, 19, 
they. whe, pond, glorified the Lord (God,) 320 


thoſe oe \ Things. . This moſt pri- 
nit 5 5 


truly. fc Church . 4 go 


ſalem, 
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falem, who, many of them, converſed to the 
Acts ii. laſt Hour with Chriſt, and ſaw bis Aſcenſion, 
and underſtood well the Promiſe of the Father, 
© © (which was fulfilled after Chri/ft was departed, 
and abſent from them :)'I fay, they WEIS} 
Heb. i. ſtood, and expected, thar God could be with 
5 them, as he had been with Chriſt : For God 
did bear them Witneſs by Signs, Wonders, 
and divers Miracles, and Diſtributions of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to God's own Vill; 
whoſe Will and good Pleafure it was, in the 
Abſence of Chri/?, to be preſent 'with his Apo- 
files : And may the Preſence, the alt-gra- 
ctous, all-ſufficient 2 of Almighty God, 
be ever, + r, with you, and all his faithful ($5 
Miniſters, to the End of Time, 70 lead 98 
inte all T. _ 
* you had (as you ſuppoſed) ſettled 
your main Point, vi. the” perpetual Preſence 
of Chriſt with bis faithful Miniſters ; you pro- 
ceed to add ſeveral * Conſequences from that 
ical, but not real, nor ſcriptural Notion ; 
Which are unneceſſiry to be conſidered at pre- 
ſent. I am more concerned to take Notice of 
another Point you have ftarted, Page 30, 31, 
37. a Notion, which you judge of great Im- 
Portance, and ha e exp refled | in theſe Words: 
RIC 5 To eiue Chriſt's Prtſence we ſhould d 15 
8 0 e gur Pinot, by 44450 1 7 conſtant Prayer 
60 2 „Kt.“ Do you; Sir, offer ardent 


and con 


dt Prayers to We in 8 „and 
U [the "Pulpit? No certainty':* Undoubtedly 
you 
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you offer your ardent and conſtant Prayer 70 
God, through 14 Chriſt? And do not all 
Divines, and almoſt al/ Chriſtians, do the 
ſame? Hath it not been the Practice of the 
whole Chriſtian Church in all Ages, chiefly, 
and in moſt of her publick Liturgies, to ob- 
ſerve this Rule? Have not you, Sir, obſerved 
this Rule in the whole Courſe of your Mi- 
niſtry? Are you taught by Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, to addreſs your Prayers to Griſt? 
You ſay, “ Chriſtian Churches ſhould unite p. 37. 
* thelr ſolemn and earneſt Prayers to the 
© Lord of the Harveſt. Agreed. —But then 
you add, —the Head of the Church, ' meaning, 
Chriſt; and, for a Proof, ybu cite Matt. ix. 
38. Is there in that Text one Word to your 
Purpoſe ? Will you, or any leanned and can- 
did Divine, juſtify your Senſe of it? Is not 
Chriſt's Prayer, delivered to his Apoſtles, &c. Matt. vi. 
a compleat Standard? Hath it not been fo, 
evet'ſo underſtood; and ſo received, in all 
Ages of the Chriſtian Church? Was Teſus 
Chrift himſelf miſtaken in the Object of Pray- 
er, "who always addreſſed himſelf in Prayer to 
God the Father alone? Did not his Apoſtles John 
know Chrift their Maſter's Mind and Practice ? xvi. 
And God the Father was always the ſupreme 
Object of their Worſhip. But the Moder ns 
have theologized the Chriſt of God, and the 
Apoſtle f God, Jeſus Chriſt! In Thefss they 
affirm Chri/t to be equal to the Father, and yet 
give him not equal Honour and Ghry! 2 
N of 


24 


T7 


P. 25. 


of one Hundred Prayers offered to the Fa- 
ther, ſcarce one Prayer is offered to Feſws 
Crit! And the unhappy Moravians are tun 
into the contrary Practice, in a moſt notorious 
Degree for, among above, much above one 
Hundred Hymns to their Sliaugbtered Gad, 
meaning Feſus (hriſt, ſcarce fix ot ſeven are 
offered to God the Father. Eu quoiChrifticolas 
duxit diſcordia Ci ves To whoſe Doctrines is 
the Cbriſtian World obliged for theſe dangerous 


Exceſſed? To the Papal Apoſtacy principally, 
no Doubt; I wifh I could not fay alſo, to 


179 


many Proteſtant Divine. 


II, after all, there could remain any Doubt 


whether the pefpetual Preſence of God, for 


which I | contend, or Chtiſt's, which you 


aſſert; be the truer Notion: This may be 
finally determined by Chri/# hinaſelf, as I have, 


from John xvü. obſerved before; for, by 
Ghrifi's. ſolemn Prayer, we may be infallibly 


aſſured, that he knew the Keepung, thal is, 
the gracious Preſence of his Gad and Father, 
was moſt neceſſary and moſt beneficial to his 
Apoſfiles,' and his Diſciples, after his Depurture 


From them. To God's Preſence | therefore 
_  » Chrift earneſtly; recommends. them. God's 


Preſence,” in Chriſts Account, was of the 
higheſt Conſequence. In your Account, Sin, 
Aris Prefence is inſtar Ommium, the ane 
Thing neceſſary, both to Minifters and Chr 


ians . I wiſh this may be the only Point 
wherein you differ from our n e 


7 
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Obril. The whole Scope and Drift of your 
Sermon is employed i in ſetting forth the Cer- 
tainty and the Advantage of Chriſt's Preſence : 1 
But Chriſt, in his Prayer, faith, I pray for John 
them which thou haſt given me: Keep thou xvii. , 
them. —He had, to comfort them, told them g. 1. 
of his going from them to the Father, who 
d greater than himſelf ; and to whoſe Care 
he Tae recommends them. Chriſt had 
this true Notion, that the Care, or gracious 
Preſence of God, who was greater, than all, John x. 
would certainly. be. a greater Cart and a 29. 
more effeual Preſence, than the Preſence of 
himſelf. And what wiſe Chriſtian, who con- 
ſiders well, can, or dare, think otherwiſe ? 
Upon a ſerious Review of your Sermon, 1 
hope, and 1wiſh, you may, for the future, 
;Gxhort all your Hearers to place their humbleſt KD 
and higheſt Confidence in the Preſence and 

ayour of God alone; that you may make ſome | 
ends for the miſtaken Notions publiſhed + - 
in your Sermon; which, indeed, contributes 
not a little to countenance the Opinion of the _-- 
unhappy Moravians ; whoſe whole Religion is 
built upon this Principle, that Chrift alone is 
that God, in whom they chiefly believe, and hope ; | 
and to whom they offer at all Times their 2. 
and almoſt always ſupreme, Worſhip, Honour, 
Praiſe, and Prayer | Conſider, Sir, to whoſe 
Schemes,to whoſe theological Sftyems, this dread- 
fu ul Apoſtacy i is oweing. And pray, conſider allo, 
that the whole Bible is really one continued ſacred 
D Hiſtory 
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;ftory of the ſpecial Preſence of Almi 
- A H ch th 25 Barn in all Ages of 

the World; and alſo, of his extraordinary 

" Preſence with the Patriarchs, with Moſes, and 
the Prophets, and with Feſus Chriſt, and his 
© 11 Apoſtles, as we are aſſured, Heb. i. 1. And I 
© do not, I aſſure you, doubt of God's gra- 
£zous Preſence with you, and all his faithful 

| Servants, to the End of the World, _© 
P. 38. As to your Notes upon the Word Amen, 
+ I refer you to the Correction of Dr. Mill in 
bc. And believe thoſe, who recommend the 
Hymn ſubjoined to your Sermon, to be the 
Admirers of Hopkins and Seerabol for I be- 
liexe you employ your beſt Talents, and 

deſire that all may do ſ . 
And now, ſuffer me to conclude this Ad- 
dreſs to you, in the divine, Salutation, of St. 
Rom.i.7, Pau}, which he prefixes to his Epiſtles; an 
x Cor. 1) pleaſe to receive it in my own Tranſlation. 
7 Coe. maſt ſincerely wiſh you, Sir, all divine Favoiy 
1, 2. Mercy, and Happineſs, from the God and Fa- 
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His 8 E R M O N, entitled Canin 
THE GREAT PROPITIATION. | | 


0 U will pleaſe to accept from 
a Stranger a few Obſervations 

pon your late Sermon and Re- 
arb., &c. in which Obſer- 
ASS vations I treat you with a due 

| Regard to your Character, ag 
a Ferre who, I hope , propbfes to employ 
your. utmoſt Skill mY Endeavours to defend 
uy 2 the true Chriſtian Religion, ' © 


our Sermon and Remarks, ad: were 


bog by the Rev, Mr. Poſter's . ; 
E ä 


- | of 


Acts ii 
19. viii. 
22. 


God always preſent 
of the late Earl of Kilmarnock, &c; w 


not correſponding in ſore Points ein ny 


Syſtem you embrace, you have publiſhed your 
Declaration againſt it from the Pulpit and the 
Preſs. I am always concerned when unne- 
ceflary Controverfies are "{fatted, 

inion, think a private nferende* ad. been 
preferable : But, ſince you appeal to the 
Publick, give me Leave to propoſe to your 
ſerious Confid tion ay ng 7 
your Heeren. f 

Your Sermon begins with telling the Congre- 
295 “That 4 private Chriſtian attending a 
1 Criminal, and a Preacher of the Goſpel, 
Ex 2 hot be Ant, or forbtar hinting Danes 
&* thing lo that. dying Criminal, of ;Feſus the 
© Great Redeemer ; and would have directed 
« him to pray for "Pardon through his Blood; 
* unleſs the Preacher contradifled his own 


2 Character, affronted his Saviour, and greatly 


..wr d the Jof the Renitan. 
b fk i ma 2 5 A very) 5 
Refledtion. Mr. Foſter, as became @ worth 
judicious Divine, gave the Ying g Lord n 
al the neceſfary Chriſtian Alfiſtabee that was 
pe ue n that ſolemn Occaſion, 0 eff 
d to a thorough Senfe of his very great 
Crimes, and to lead him on to the higheſt Acts 
of ſincere Repentance and Converſion to God. 


Ezekiel This was Mr. Foſter's Duty; this was his Be- 
xvill- 27- haviour ; and a. Propher, or an Apoſtie, wou 1 


. have uſed the very ſame Method. Even CBri, 
himſelf, 


85 
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himſelf, fp in his noted Parable of the Prodig al Luke xv - 


Son, th given a certain Rule, Acbrang * 
which, the Vencere Penitent may and ought to 
behave ; and by which his Spiritual Al 
ant ought to form the Mind of eyery Sinner. 
Mr. Wilſon would do well to review that Pa- 
rable; and then, I ſuppoſe, he will acquit 
Mr. Foſter, if he did not mention — eus, 
the Great Redeemer, and bis praying for Par- 
don through his Blud; as Mr, Wilſon words 
it. The penitent Prodigal was accepted by 
Cod, the greateſt Redeemer, and pardoned by 
God, through bis own Mercy and Goodneſs ; 
and to God's Mercy and Goodneſs the Haly 
Scriptures every-where direct us to make our 

1 6 Refert, and our final Refuge, Pſalm vi. 

v. 7. xliv. 26. cxix. 124, &c.—St. Paul 
2 God as the Father of Mercies. 2 
Cor. 1, 3. 1 Tim. 1, 2, &c. And many . 
are the Texts which magnify the wry if 
God. In ſhort, under the Titles of 
Grace, Mercy, and Goodneſs, the Texts are 
numerous, through all the Bible, which þ Exod. 
ſent God as the prime and principal Cauſe of 7 
all Good, both Spiritual and Temporal. And® 
the Redemption of the ſinful World being one — 5. 
of the greateſt Acts, and a moſt gracious In- 
ſtance of the Goodneſs and of the Riches of 
God's Grace, he alone muſt be always con- 
ſidered and adored by us, as the firſt Cauſe and 
a Author of our Redemption, 2 in 


* God always preſent. 
this View. the Holy Scriptures : 9 7 
t God to 3 Readers. 
pink have, in their Diſcourſes, 10 Kang 
and conſtantly repreſented Fe/us Chriſt, by Ep 
Character of a Redeemer, that Chriſt alone is 
known and worſhiped under that Character; 
and the Gd of 227 is but ſeldom thoyght 
4 on, when the Word Redeemer is is mentione 
— * Kedtemer i 18 but once uſed it in the New 12 
Aenne. tament of Moſes, and not once of Chriſt. God 
ent Nes to be that Redeemer of the 1/rael- 
#es, (in our Tranſlation, Deliverer ; ;) an 
Luke 1. Zacharias bleſſed the Lord God of Iſtdel, w 
* had. made, or prepared, Regemptio on for. 5 
i So ould we; and acknow- 
ge Chriſt too, but as God's Miniſter and 
11 TY only, in our Redemption and 
vation. Accordin to Jelly dd tine of 
Adts v. St. Peter, God- raiſe 5 Join oh to be a chre} 0 
3% 3. Guide and Saviour, to 0 epentarice an 
re of Sin. In this Text alone ou 
lee, the Guidance and Salvation was. from 
originally, communicated to Grit; whom 
" God ſent to publiſh it: And you may ce alfo 
= i e-, Purpoſe of God, that the Repentance, 
8 ere Repentance of Sinners, ſhould' be at- 
©" tended with Forgiveneſs from, God, who is 
| faithful (to his Promils) and. juſt, (accordin 
tot he righteous Laws of his Oboen) 1 
ving our Sins. And b 15 great Rule 
525 8, 15 may. 1155 Foſter pr oceeded 
in his Conte erence with the Lord Klees; 


and 


—— 
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and, by the ſame Rule you ought to preach, 1 John i. 
and behave in your Attendance upon Sinners 9: 
no YOULL En - > LOS LEO 
Perhaps you will urge, that Chrif, and 
the Blood of Chrif, ſhould Have been men- 
tioned to my Lord K. Sir, it will be ad- 
mitted as vety proper, that Chriſt, and the 
Death and Sufferin s of Chriſt, may be fug- 
geſted to ſuch faithful Martyrs as are about to 
laydown their Lives in the Cauſe of God, and 
true Religion. To ſuch, Chriſt's Example of 
Refignation, Submiſſion, and Perſeverance, is 
always a good Pattern, and moſt worthy of 
Imitation. But Lord K's Cafe was quite of 
2 different Nature: He was not going to di 
as a Martyr, but as 1 great Gia agatnlt 
the Laws of God and Man: And ſuch an Of- 
fender was to be brought to a due Senſe of his 
Crimes, and a fincere Converſion of Heart 

from all Sin, unto the Holy Commandment, 

and unto God. I fay unto God; who, in the 
Sacred Writings, is often reprefented as a S. pet. 
viour and Redeemer; in the chief and origi- 21. 
nal Uſe of thoſe Words: Vid. Trum. & Schmid. aurpurns. 
For it is from God, as the Author, that wer Car. . 
are in Chrift Feſus, i. e. are Chriſtians ; which zo, 31. 
Chriſt was made, by or from God, for us, 
Wiſdom, . Wen, Sancftiſcation, and 
Redemption. All theſe ſpititual Characters 
Chriſt had from God, that be "who glories 
« might glory in the Lord (Jehoyah )“ who, 

alas, is too much forgotten in — ky 


„ 


F 6 akoay; preſent f 

» Schemes... He, whom God the F ather hath 
highly — is not ſufficiently exalted in 
the Opinion. of the Moderns. They are not 
content with that Honour and Glory which 

| was conferred upon-Chri/t by his God and our 
God, but raiſe him much hi her i in his Na- 
ture and Eſſence; \, They ftyle him E vitew@,, 
S663. and ſome even Aube: And many, 
alas too many, carry their Devotion higher 
ſtill ; for 9925 r hy God. the FRO as al- 
together rigidan | uſtice, and unforgiving, 
if not a ec G 5 
mentioned as atoning, ſatisfying, and reels | 
ing, his offended, Father; <q erer p 

| | 


the guilty Race of Adam, 12 not 72 
x6, a more placable Perſon, interpoſed wi 
his Death, Interceſſion, Sc. Cetera novit 
Rbeni Rbodanig; q; Potator. "Hear O Heavens! 
is this a Docttine of the Bleed Feſius 3 
I hope, from Mr. Wigſen's Candor and In- 
| tegrity, that he wil carefully review, his I No- 
tion of the Redeemer, &c. and render, as it is 
rad our important Duty, re v xp r x gig, Kel re 
ego En. And this be will find 
"Þ 2 oeſſary on another Account, when he is pleaſed 
to review. his Sermon, which he entitles, Chr 
the great Propiti ation. He had, in the E 
ginning of his Sermon, ſtiled, vi the Gre 
Redeemer ; now he gives Chriſt. another 4 
racter be great Propitiation, . g How ſai 1 
able to his Text, in bis Senſe of it, "will pre- 


ſently. be ſeen. 


You, 
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Fou, Sir, undertake to ſtate the Import- P. 4. 
ance of the Word Propitiatim; and you 
appeal to all Perſons of Underſtanding, 
Whether we have not ſome other Idea of 
this Word, than what is contained in Ne- 
pentance, Amendment, or Mortification!” 
Very remarkable! Was ever any Man of Senſe 
of a different Opinion ? After ſome Notions, 
not very regular, you, Page 6. tell us, Pra- 
hitiatiom is ſametbing offered to God, to padify 
Him, and render him favourable to the Sinner. + 
This Definition, ar, rather, general Account 
of your Notion of Propitiatiuß, I no. Wii 
btiefly conſider; and 1 defire yan, Sir, ſ-. 
riouſſy to oonſider. You ſay, Fropitiation is 
Jamething offered 10 Gad, to patify him: Pray, 
What was that Samething, according to Mo- 
ſel ¶ Law? Why, —— of Gnats, and vide 
Calues, and Bodi Ke which ſanctified (thoſe Levi vi. 
who made the Offerings) only to the. purifying Udia· 
the Fleſb. Heb; ix. 13. And did thoſeOfferings, 
inconſiderable in themſel ves, pacify God, &c. 
And was the Sinner thereupon forgiven ? So 
you will find it. Then, from this ſingle In- 
ſtance alone, it may _ be concluded, that 
God A e Being. at 
7 90⁰ and ue n, _ 
dt DOE ©: (+ 3 
42 kurther, id anay all be concluded, tht | 
may appointwhat: Propitiations: or Satiſ- 
fattions. he — from Offenders. 
Now God bath, according to the 1 


trop 23 
114 


ad always preſent 
age of the Bible, declared himſelf gra- 
aus merciful,” lunge ſuffering, and a Lover- 
— and H j˖us to, Mankind. And vrho are 
ithoſ& b airhful Servants of God, who repre- 
feat chim. in another Light? Who are they who 
lepreſent him fo! rigorouſiy juſt, as to inſiſt 
upon; and / actually receive,” ſo full a Satiſ- 
factiun, to::as toi deprive: him of his Grate, 
Mercy, ami. Fotgoventſs' Dr 1611949) V2 
Met me entteat you, Sir, to hear God ſpeak: 
Exod. ing fur Bimſelf Iwill be gracwus to whom'T 
- 0 auiil le gnaciausg and IL all. hei Mercy on 
litom Iii ſbeu Mercy. And Juſt ſo St. 
Haul irepreſents God acting in Favour of the 


b ix. 


Gentilta And certainly St:Paulowell under- 


food the trug Impottance of this divine Cha. 

rafico; whiob'isalſo proclaimed' by God him- 
Ex od elf, in theſe Words The Lord, the Lau 
av A Hod, merui ul amd gracious; long ſuffering, 

do anduhunds)t in Goodneſs ami Truth; lces 

ing Mafoylfor Fhouſands,: forgivitig Tnifuing, 

Ianigteſſin, qand din Y ονν , t 

nd. Mang weill clear the Impbnitent:: 


-allnlz CD xxx 8, . jou wl fot oe 


Mots, fit ato be minded by you, for 
juſtity in expreſs Terms Me Hyſtor's Co. 
with Lord x -A. * Tf you turm again unto 
** the Lord, your Brethren and your (Chiltdrex 
ft Hdil. foridr:Complaſion ur the Lord your 
odo * vill nor 
Fur, 30 14 (4 return 
Tau enge me! Ae, The a8 gracious, 


ciii. 8. 
exlv. S. os and 
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* and merciful, flow'to ache and plemeous 
in Mercy” 

And the Propher Joel (ii. 13. v Piees ue Net 
ſame Character of God: — Rent your 
Hearts, and not your Garments fund turn 
« unto the Lord your God: For he _— 
e cious, and merciful, flow to Anger, and 
great Kindneſs.” If Joel had been affiſti 
Lord K:l---k, this would have been his Ade * mon 
And ſo it would have been Nebemiab's; —— jy 
to encourage the RR of the- 
declared God 70 be ready to pardon, or dene 
God of Pardon, Gc. David often -placesix. 2 ß. 
in God's Mercy bis only Hope and Refuge. gr. A - 
Pſalm cxxxvi. there is a general Hymn to 1xxxyj.. 
the Mercy of God enduring for ever.” "The 18. 
Paſſages are almoſt . which re- 
preſent Almighty God by theſe amrable Cha- 
rafters; but a Stranger 2 the Bible, bred we 85 
in ſome modern Notions, would; in His pri- 
vate Thoughts, believe God to de ge, un. 
merciful, inexorablen . 2 

In your Scheme, theſe moſt. aniiable chen 
ters of the Supreme Being are ſeldom con- 
ſidered. Some, you know, in their publick 
Diſcourſes, are continually ſetting Wah the 
Love of Chris, your great Redeemer and Sa- 
viour : And they ſeldom, very rarely, 
claim the tender Mercies of God, by the Rey, "RF 
miſſion of our Sins. Moſt certaioly, the 77, 78. 
many Paſſages to be found in the Word g 
os to that Purpoſe, are worthy of our 


2 ſerious 


Gad always preſent 

ſerious Attention, and frequent Acknowledge 
ments. The Miniſters of God ſhould inſiſt 
Rom. ii. frequently upon the Riches of God's Goodneſs, 

4 Farbearance, and. Long-fuffering, becauſe ſuch 
Subjects may lead Sinners to Repentance, and 
raiſe the higheſt Gratitude in their Hearts to 
the Father of Mercies, who is the God of Chriſt. 
The Goodneſs and Severity of God are both, 


Contemplation, This bath been very often 

remembered by the Servants. of God in the: 
t l Teſtament, eſpecially his Goodneſs by 
Palm David, ſaying; Ob. that Men ure N vg 
_ '! Lora for bis Goodneſs, &c.. 
31. „In that noted Text, Matt, nix. 17. men- 
 tioned-alſo, Mark x. 18. and Late xviii. 19. 
bs Maſter, Jeſus Chrift hath laid down this as 

Per Pronciple ; — — n 

| 98 one (Perſon) is one (Perſon), that 
James 1. 75 Gad; for ſo 2 —— James 
7. hon down this as another fundamental Princi- 
ple: © Every good Gift, and every perfect Gift 
 <..cometh\ down from the Father of Lights”. 
2 ui. Chrift himſelf affirms, * That God fo loved the 
„World, chat he gave his only begotten Son;! 
« that every. ane who believes in bim ſhould not 
« periſb. n. St. Puter, Acts ii. 2 3. calls Chriſt 


i. foo Gith, Rom: viii. 32. That:God, with 
bs Sen, will freely give us all Things.” 
Now, Sir, conſider, Can God, who is the 
only good Being, 3 „ mon 
21401101 uthor 


Rom. xi. Oh. proper Occaſions, uſeful Subjects of ot 


geen erer. the Gift of G. And St. 


4 l| 
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Author, the ' only | original Author of every 
good Gift; who freely gave Chriſt himſelf, 


37 


and made him both Lord and Ghrift, and gave a a, ii. 


him all his Qyakfications, Offices, Characters, 35. 


and a Name above every Name, and raiſed him 
from the Dead, and ſet him at his own Right- 
hand: Conſider, I fay, Can God, who alone 
hath done all this for "Griſt himſelf; ; that, by 
Chriſt's Miniſtry and Doctrine, Cbriſt might 
lead us to God? Can God be, after all his, 
or be ſuppoſed to be, unpropitious, or Without 
Love, or Benevolence, to Mankind? Let me 
deſire you, in St. Peters Words, 1 Epiſt. i. 
21. to remember, that God, who raiſed Chrift 
from the Dead, gave Glory to Chriſt, that our 
Faith and Hope: might be in God In God 
alone our higheſt Acts of Love, Praiſe, and 
Gratitude, (ſhould center; yet that will be im- 
practicable, when his juſtice is, you ſay, and 
muſt be, fully ſatisfied, his Mercy excluded 
This you own, P. 7. ſhould not be done 
165 '; One PerfetPron: ir God ſhauld not be exalted 
to the Ruin of another,  Yet-the Title and 
Degen of your Sermon is to make it appear, 
that God is reconciled to us, and at Peace 
with us, not from his Love to Mankind, but 
for Chriſt's Sate: Which is cxpreGly contrary 
to St. Pauls Doctrine, 2. Gor, v. 18, 19, 20... 


4 That all- Things are from God, Who hath 


5 reconciled us ta himſelf by. Feſus 
as God's Miniſter ;) and God Hath given 
42 ram the Miniſtry af Reconciliation; auer 


66 fore 


E's 


F233 $44 


ws + 6 * 


John iii. 
16. 
John 
xvii. q, 
11, 12. 


80 alva rde 


fore God was, Chrift,” reconciling 
*\ the World to e not inputing tbeir 
Treſpaſſes unto them.— Now de, as Em- 
* baſſaubrs in Chriſt's Stead, as tho God did 
beſeccb you by un, we pray you, in . 
Sead be ye reconciled io Gd. 
In which remarkable nete may find 
theſe important Truths. wot eich! Ha enο̃ 1016 
I. That all Things (relating _ Goſpel) 
are from Gd. 
2. That God, on his Part, vas reconciling 
the World to himſelf by the Miniſtry of Je- 
ſas Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, Who acted as 
God's Miniſters and Embaſſadors. For God 
fent Chriſt, and Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles. = 
3. That the Word of W is t 
ve — eK A 115 1 
"4. That God may be ſoppeſed to beſeech) 
(the World) by his Miniſters, acting in Chriſt's 
Stead, to be reconciled to God. 2 i n 
5 Upon the Whole, God ſo loved the 


World, that he ſent Chriſt; and his Apoſtles, 


to declare his Love, and to beſeech the 
World to be reconciled to God Was not this 
a glorious Inſtance, chat God was ptopitious 
to che World HE LY 


In ſhort, when Obi biet be i demon- 


ſtrable, was the free Gift of God's Love to 

the World, and his Diſciples too were God's 
Gift to him, as Chriſt expreſsly acknowledges 
in his folemn Prayer to God: Such Love 
was prior to, and unpurthaſed by, any N 
W 


» 


} 


with bis . 39 
of any other Being. God, who, by St. 
Jobn, is ſaid — n in the Abſtract; 1 John 
Can his Love be excited, or determined, 60 v 8, 16. 
act towards us by any Thing byfdes, or ante- 


-cedetat to, his own /z Goodneſs, and his 


own infinite Wiſdom, in Wannen over 


intelligent Creatures. 4 
"Your Scheme repreſents Goa, val of Ori, 
(chat is your Language) as a conſum 
Fire; and you believe Chriſt to be 
very God! 80 900 your Cbriſd, as — is placable, 
— and atoning and reconciling the 
World to himſelf, Vet .the- dame Cbriſi) as 
God, is (if not atoned by his own Merits) 
implacable, irteconcileable, Cc. a-confumitix 
Fire! Does this agtee with 22 goum Words? John ii. 
God yo loud tbe Morid: - And with his 16 
Apoſtles; God ir Love. Gad Grabe, the 
Nicbes of God's Grace and Favour to the 
World is abudantly magnified in the Scrip- 
tures; re your Scheme; che Rigour, the 
Extremity of his. Juſtire, is magnified, e . 
asto leave him no Room tb-exeroile His 1 1 
and UI'25. bo adi bovol bow Ol atix 
Your Text itſelf, rightly underſtood is an 
unanſwerable Vindication of the Goodneſs of tu 10 
God, againſt the Derogariom offered to it 515 0 10. 
your, Scheme. St. ohn took Care to — - i 
underſtood g for he, ver. 9: (as he had often 
done''before}) anagnifies the Love df God to 
us, ſaying = Ar this was manifeſted the Love 
2 YE God'tqwards us, becauſe God fent bis only 
&« begotten 


| Gan aliays. preſent. 
| © begotten Son into tbe Warld, that ue might 
e through bum, ver. 100 Intbis.is:God's 
2 _ mani feſted, (lot ſo- — to 
„in Correſpondence wi Verſe 
not becauſe ved loved God, but becauſe he 92 
loved us firſt, ver. 19.) and ſent bus Son 4 
Aan concerning our din. 
5 In this Paſſage St. — þro- 
pale 20: demonſtrate the Gteatneſs of God's 
w v. 9. re, Io /, 
. The —.— of God's ln was 
the ſending his Son, that we might live bre 
im, Mam, thats, by him as W Miniſter, 
and God's Meſſenger: of bis Love. For, by 
Ser — vour Text, it 
i aol 5 3. Appeats, that Civiſt was dn Propitiation 
ant from God, but not aPropitiation offered 
10 Go. The propitiaus God ſent Clriftitods- 
chre his Propiti arion, or a Tended of his Love 
and Favour to Mankind. And ¶Qviſt accord- 
ingly came tu feeb and to fave thati which uns 
Matt. 4. God ſent his gon hat the World tho 
Lale bim might be faved=—-$0; that as ſo greath, 
xix. 10. God loved the World! As Chrift'sown Words 
John iii. declare. Miabum virion Asli 22 4 T-4w01 


16, 17. ; \0 Chtiſt vas a appointed by 
2% Gall, and rfrar dane atcording'to God's gdad 


| i. Hlagſure, which Nad purpoſed*in' 7 — 
5.779. wm unpurcbaſed and unprocured byany:othe 

gor tha, God — — — 

his Grate, or Famur. In the Riches of God's 


par St, Fat (vou 2 
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places the Origin of all the Benefits we 1 ii. 

ceive from or by Chriſt. The Bleſſed Apoſtle, 3» 4 

duly ſenſible of this very great Truth, in the 

higheſt Senſe of his Gratitude to Ged, ex- 

preſſeth himſelf thus : —Bleffed' be the God und 

Father of our: Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, ub hath 

e all ſpiritual Bleſſings in beuven 

Things,” by\Chrift, - his Miniſter. And it 

muſt be rmembered, that all theſe ſpiritul! 

Bleſſings are rightly aſcribed hy St. Pu to Ver, 5, 

the goo Pleaſure ꝙ God's own Will, and to the 6,7, 8, 

; of bis on glbriom Grace, (or Favour ho 

by which GidceiGod hath! treated 

us}: by his beloved don; ind in which Grate 

God hath abounded towards us In this Paſ- 

Age: you may obſerve how St. Pau abounds 

in his Language and the great Senſe hé had 

of. the Goodnefs'of:Gad,' Doe bot) 04 yiutl 

Now tan we poſſibly imagine that the G 11! 

G ruce ſbould want #Sin-Offering'to 

make him graciaus, or a Propitiation to ten- 

der him 9 us to Mankind? This, one 

ho thinlis with Attention muſt think. im- 

poſſible.¶ You'rightly obſerve; that the Sacri- p. 15. 

fices' of ſhe Jeuos were inſiſſicient; and ſo they 

were indeed; to obtain God's Favour; but His 

Acceptance of them was a conddſcending Fa- 

vout in a uery high Degree, and à moſt e. 

nent Proof of the untmerited Goodneſd ef 

God, which inclined hirn do accept” of ſuch 

incanfiderabe Aeonementi, which, in them- 

p gg bad n Worth, or eie to pro- 
cure 


cure the Favour or Forgiveneſs of the all · wiſe 
S overnor of the World, to ſinful Men. Yet 
his Goodneſs accepted ſuch Offerings as Ac- 
knoyrledgemeats, and as Teſtimonies of the 
Sinners Tranſgteſſions, in certain Caſes. But 
the Amendment and Reformation of Sinners 
is τhat God chiefly regards, and expects too 
Pſalm from offending Creatures. The Sacrifices 
8 eng God ate a broken Spirit; a broken and 
16.6177 s Vastrite Spirit God will not deſpiſe. - · Put 
11, 1% Al the Bail af your\Doings; cxaſe to do 
18. (neil; lcarn ta: do well.) Ho this Pu 
is the Language andi Senſe of. aa and the 
Hrpbers, \androf:riFefus Cha, ard his Apo- 
RIA ai. Sta ¶Matibetm n ĩnfotmis us, that Chriſꝶ 
Anfſell made it thesfirſt and principal Part of 
his Miniſtry, to inſtruct his Diſciples. in their 
Duty to God and Men; as appears by his dis 
Matt. v. \winesSermbuo an tu Mut, wherein hed at 
vi. vii. large Hach given anfaller and more uritua 
Eapaſt iam of the Decalggue, than that in 
Mogue among the Sanibes and Phariſees; whoſe 
iümperſect xpoſition muſt nedbeſſarily otcaſion 
An imperfect Obedience of their Diſciples to 
Jenn the Law Of Gad. Tbis Sermon, 1 beſeech 
Vgu,, Sir, to/ compare with your preſent Sy- 
enz und, I hope, you will find Reaſon to 
dgntertain othet Sentiments than thoſe you have 
Bitherto embraced. The ſamegreat and glorious 
Dæſign oſ reforming the World was purſued in 
all his Dyſcourſts, and by his H es too, as 


N 
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lon diſcover, by unprejudiced Enquiry- And 


you alſo, without much Difficulty, may find, 
that Chriſt did not make God proputious,, but 


was ſent to declare him ſuch. Jeſus Qbre/t 


faith of himſelf, that he is the Way, (the 


Guide in the Way,) the Truth; (the Teacher 
of Truth, ) the Life, (che Teacher or Preacher 
of the Doctrine of Eternal Life, Sc.) the 
Light of the World, by the ſame Form of 
Speech as St. Joby faith, he is the Propitiation 
for our Sins, that is, he was taught of God, 
and did declare by his whole Miniftry,.u upon 
what Terms God would be propitious—And 
Chriſt's. Terms were, --- Repent, and believe jj... iv. 
the Goſpel. And the ſame Doctrine Was 17 
preached by his Twelve Apoſtles: By St. Pe- Marki. 
ter, Aels ii. 38. Repent, for » the Remiſſon of. 
Sins. St. Paul publiſhed the fame Doctrine, A; ii. 
dr. That God hath commanded all Per- 38. 
« ſons every where to repent, and to turn to vii. 30. 
cc God, and to do Works meet for Repent : Reg 11 
« ance. And Cbriſt, after his Reſurrection 5, 16,21, 
(Luke xxiv. 4.) ſaid exprefily, ( That, in 22. i. 
- his Name, (i. e. by bis Authority,) Re- 319. 
ntance and Forgiveneſs of Sins were to be 
Abbe to all Nations. Theſe, Sir, were 
thought by Chriſt bimſelf, the great and ne- 
ceflary Doctrines of the Religion he ordered 
his Apoſtles to preach ; And we are aſſured, in 
expres. Terms, of the certain Conne&ion of Re- 
fentance and Forgiveneſs ;, which. you, Sir, too 
plainly diſapprove, for a Reaſon: very ſtrange, 
and une z perl, from you, Thus, ſay you, “ if 
F 2 1 Repentange, 


P. 11. 666 pe: Confifion * better Obedience, 


«hich ate always due to God, were fuffi- 
* cient to obtain Pardon, and the Favour of 


l the Futber; and the Grace of tbe Son dyi 
for us, might have: been ſpared!” Sir, G 
and bis Chrift,' were quite of another Mind, 
and thought it highly proper to publiſn an 
Ad of Grate to the offending World; that is, 

the Goſpel: And you, Sir, as a Cbriſian Di- 
bine, are obliged to publiſh it in their Terms, 
at your own Peril. I am, Sir, not a little 
concerned for you, and other Diuines of 

your Scheme, that they ſhould employ all theic 

Teal and Study to repreſent Almighty God in an 

e unlcriptutal View to the World, The Fuſtice 

and 2 of God is indiſputable; but, as 

i of, 4 you obſerve, P. 7. rhefe are not to be exalted 

on the Ruin of bis other Perfection; which 
= ate, his infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom exerciſed 

im his Government over intelligent Creatutes. 

Lean therefore readily allow Dr. Young's No- 
tion: A God all Mercy is a God unjuſt, 
But that good Doctor will as readily: ac- 
knowledge, That —- God, without Metcy, 
cannot * the God of Obrift. And 1 hope 
you, Sir, will be as ready to acknowledge 


giving. faithful is, and juſt. 

It would much exceed the Oottjhts of a 
Letter, to take Notice of many Texts you have 
cited, which T may, perhaps, at another Time 

a demonſtrate, will not ſopport your! Scheme. 
At 


God, the high Encomiums of tbe Love of 


with St. Jobr, 1 Epiſt. i. . Phat God bore | 


1% 


) 
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what I have offered to your Conſideration. 
I.only add, when you have fairly examined 


Word, with its Derivatives, in the New Teſ- 
tament, of which Hague is one; you will, 
I' ſuppoſe, be ſo candid as to mend your for- 
mer Notion of Prop4tiation.; for you will 
find the 70. have uſed (Bast) proprtious, or 
merciful. 5 Times. 1 Kings viii. wherein Solo- 
man is repreſented addreſſing his Prayer to God 
in that Character. And the ſame you will 
find 2 Chron. vi. In which you will obſerve, 
that the particular Sentiments of | So/omon 
in his Prayer, will fully juſtify Mr. Fofter's 
Behaviour with Lord K. This Word ws is 
uſed alſo Deut. xxl. 8. by the 70. (as in the 
other Places before cited) in an humble Re- 
queſt to God to be propitious or merciful to 
his People, us chf Kupre, Whom thou, O 
Lord, has redeemed: —For his own Sake. 
Dan. ix. 19. And P/aim Ixxix. . you have 
a remarkable Paſſage, expreſſed by the 70. in 
theſe Words: — B O OO Song. tet vue 
Jekns du owef rot WT Xu N ur, Tas dug rid 
PWV, eus vv oe gu. A 
— — Terms in which 
the 70. have expreſſed the Mind of the 


Ffalmiſt af 60 e ae te eve Te 


cor T0 Tx, Tape. Tw' | „ he rap Avro 
5 In hort, J could re- 
fer you to other Places, but theſe are ſuf - 
Ae to intimate in what Senſe ſuch Words, 


are 


At preſent, I hope you will conſider ſeriouſly. 


the Uſe of Du in the 70, and of the ſame 


gain, Pſaim cxxx. 4, 7. 8 
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are to be e in the New Teſtament, 
where: the Word Deos is twice uſed; once, 
Matt. xvi. 22. where St. Peter uſing it, in 
Tenderneſs to his Maſter Chriſt, foretelling 
his approaching Sufferings,  faid,--- 10; oo auff 
(o S. is underſtood,) 1. e God be gractons 

or propitious to you, Maſter.---Did not thoſe 
Words ſhe w St. Peter's Judgement of Chriſt's 


Interceſſion? Our ' Tranſlation! is too wide; 


for it is thus: Be it far yieu thee, ---V ide-2 
Sam. xx. go. in the 70. 

The other Text where Dies is aal is Heb, 
viii. 12. cited from Jerem. xxxi. 34. which we 
render, Iwill forgive their Iniquities: - · I will be 
merciful totheirIniquities.— ass coor raus ad 
_ verey, ſtrictly; I will be propitioui to therr Iniqui- 

ties.-If theſe Words refer to the Chriſt ian State, 
as the Author of the Hebrews ſeems to apply 
them, the ſincerely penitent have oP 
Ground to expect Pinky, and Forgiven 
from a propitious God alone, who is faithful 
and juſt to forgive, &c. 1 John ; i. 9. And 
can greater Encouragement be given to E 


tents than this, that they may apply for Par- 


don to a 0 God, who is maſt ready to 
forgive; for; in ſo doing, God is faithful to bis 
Promiſe and yuſt, —— the righteous 
Laws of his Government over intelligent Be- 
ings; - May we then boldly ſuppoſe, when 
God is deſori bed by /uch — ſo in- 


viting, ſo ſtrongly affirming the divine Phi 


lunthropy, can we ſuppoſe he wants, or ex- 


pee, to be rendered gracious; and more pro- 
pitious 


0 
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pitzons than he is (et tevrs) from himſelf, by Li 
his own Nature? Who alone hath bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, and appointed us £ 
to! Adoption)-Saccording to the good\ Pleaſure Epheſ. i i 
of "bis own Mill, and ' according to the Riches 2, 11. | 
his own. Grure; — Which is St. Pauls 
Judgement of this Point. He, duly ſenſible 
of the Duty we owe to God's abundant Mercy 
and Goodneſs; takes Occaſion, in full and re- 
peated Expre ſſions, to aſcribe to Gai alone the 
Origin or Eficiency of all Favours and Bene 
fits beſtowed on Mankind n C Ariſtians. 
Let not God, I beſeech y du, Sir, be miſrepre :- 
ſented, and "deprived by his Miniſters, his | | : 
moſt amiable Gittraften, ine vo 0 
And I cannot with this — + 4; 
ablecPaſſage, 1 1—.— now cited — p 
obſerving to/you, that St. Paul, v. 2. g. ex, 
prefily declares, who was his God, even the 
ani Father o/ gun ſuctũ Jeſus Chriſt. Conſider, 
Are you and Sti Haul. ogy e in 
it fundamental Pa? N. 

1.0 With this Article; li ei ee 
bi Faith, 80. Tous ſhines in His Epiſtles. 

. Another remarkable Artiele of St. Paul's 
Greidisexproditlicithetame Wands: 
ingiof the God he worſhipped; heiftiles him, 

-» #he God and Father of ur Lard Yeſus Chrifl, "Ver; * | 
So; it is plaio chat St. Pau} believed the Fa- % | 
tber of us CM to be the Codrof Chriſt! | 
And with tlie ſame Article St. Paul beginsmoſt 
of his Epiſties, and mentions it ſometimes in 


_ 


= 
= — ——j———— — TORY OE —Uj— TIT ————— . 


other 


3. 


t | John Gi 
* wy 


48 
Ephel. i. The God! of v0uÞ»Lord 'Foſus 


17, 20. God and Father of our Bord Jeſus Chriſt, —- 


2 Cor. h is Hleſſed for ever: and God the Fa- 


. = 1. 
1 Pet. i. e St. Peter's Words are the ſame; God 


2 The, tlie 24 — 1 vm 
I, 3. himſelf obu ui and vi 
whom ie called, My Oνννjuů your 


Now that God alonę bugltt 


Ga altunyt preſen. 
other Places. And he is yet more 


g; and the 


- ther} whocraifed Chriſt om the Dead Gui 
the Father; . SH waioJ art to 187715. 35 6 


i. To-this God 'ofi ehr Grit St. Hau, 


-after his init iu Sulutations, i often preſenting 
bis Thales for them, and his Prayers too, as 


1 followsts Iban y Gud, Wage Je 
8. 1 Cor. 4 
i. 4. 


2 Cor. 1 
Golo. 1. * not giving of Thanks in 


Ter 


= cRleſſed * Ae God und Father: 
-* ori Er Fefus Chrift >the"! Rather of" 
cles, a Gol ef afl (Confolation, : re 


wy Rrayers,.to che GD 
brd Jeſiu C aber be ive 
the Spirit of Wiſdom? - And ſo 


% 


ſoted is Prayers and Tbankggivi ings to hirn, 
'Gody and, 
The only" true God. John Xvii, 3. Xx. 17. 
tobe the/ Object 
of our Worſhip, and to Whom alone we 
hoold addreſs our" | Praifes: and 
erben Who: was the God of our Eorf 
it; and; whom alone Jeſus Chriſt 
andladored, and taught hi Diſei- 
will, or can doubt, or queſtion, 
whetherothe Faich, Vvrſtep and err br 
Jefos Chriſt, ond n 


ni eorreromot vi ef WHO beg d Bath 


6 fy 
TE! 38 3 
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Faith and Worſhip to all his Diſciples, in all 
Ages? Ebeu---narrs exanas--dua, nc fie 
4. Before I conclude, give me Leave to 
take Notice of one more very important Truth, 


contained in the noted Paſſage: That St. Ep hel. 
Paul aſcribes Adoption to the good Pleaſure of i. 2, 5, 7, 
God the Father's own Will; --- to the Praiſe of 9, 11. 


God the Father's own Grace, in which he 
abounded, in making known the Myſtery 
of his own Will, which God (the Father) 
purpoſed in his ownſelf; --- who worketh all 
Things according to the Counſel of his own 
Will. Whence it is evident, beyond all Con- 
tradition, that God the Father had no Part- 
ners in his gracious Purpoſes concerning his 
People, no one to adviſe him, to plead with 
lim, to procure or purchaſe Glace or Fayour 
from him, in which he abounded ; no one in- 
terpoſed with him for others ; all he purpoſed 
he purpoſed in himſelf, of his own Grace, 
and of his own good Pleaſure ! I ſay, God the 
Father acted alone, and by himſelf, no one 
was his Counſellor. And you ſeem to own 


this; for you ſay, God loved, and, from this p. 3. 


divine Principle, he ſent. his Son to be a Pro- 


pitiation. What then will be the Fate of ſome 
Notions eſpouſed by you in your Sermon, Sir, 


and eſteemed by other worthy Perſons as Points 


ofthe higheſt Moment and Importance,---the 


moſt ſacred and moſt comfortable Doctrines? 

You know how God is repreſented. in Ser- 

mons, and in * they — 
48 | pre 
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preſs it,--- God out of Chriſt is a Conſuming Fire. 
But the P/a/mf} faith, his Mercy endureth 
for ever. God, in the Scriptures, is repre- 
ſented very often as gracious, merciful, long- 


ſuffering, &c. and you, Sir, have ſome Paſ- 
F. 9, 10. ſages which are to that Purpoſe : - Yet you 


inſiſt on the Neceſſity of a Propitiation; 
but you urge that Neceſſity in Terms very 
ſurpriz ing. Judge you, whether they are con- 
fiſtent.---You ſay, That the Necęſſity of an 
« Atonement may be evinced from the Sanction 
% of the Law. Cannot God then ſhew Mer- 
ey and Love to Penitents? Is it not a Part 
of his Law, or his Rule, in the Government 


of Mankind, to intreat, to exhort, to be- 
ſeech, to promiſe Favour upon Amendment? 
Hath not God been repreſented through all the 


Bible, as ſending inſpired Perſons: to repreſent 
him as ready, and more ready, to-pardon Pe- 
nitents than to puniſh the Impenitent? Hath 


God bound himſelf by any immutable Law, 


fo as that he muſt be unfaithful if he does 
not execute his Promiſe in puniſhing? Is not 


huis Faithfulneſs in forgiving, as much his Law, 
as Bis Faithfulneſs in puniſhing? If God's 


Juſtice was altogether indiſpenſible, you muſt 


ſuppoſethim incapable of accepting any Pro- 
fitiation, withoyt violating bis Juſtice, in your 
Motion of his Juſtice. If God could not be 


faithful if he did not execute his Threatnings, 
he could not accept any Propitiation. But 
you? ppoſe hechath accepted a Piopitiation: 
21379 up Y Then 
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Then it was certainly conſiſtent. with his. 
Juſtice ſo to do; and the Effect of ſome. 
kind Regard for Mankind. Sir, Extremes 
ſhould be carefully avoided ; the: Holy Scrip- 
tures do ſo. The Declarations of God's . 
tice againſt the Inpenitent abound ; the De- 
clarations of his Mercy and Goodneſs to the Pe- 
nitent do ſuper- abound. God will have Mercy Rom. ix. 
on whom he will have Mercy; and his Fuſ- 22. 
tice will not hinder him from bearing with 
much Long-ſuffering, even the Veſſels of 
Wrath! Lou ſay, God ſent his Son to be theP. 13. 
Propitiation: And was Chriſt" ſent to be a 
Propitiation? So ſaith your Text, emphati- 
cally, And fo the Context faith alſo, which 
deſerves your Attention, . God is Love, andi John 
in this was God's Love manifeſt, that be ſent iv. 8, 9. 
his Son, that we might live through lim; . 
and ſent him to be a Propitiation. In this. 
(obſerve the Emphaſis in this) was God's Love 
manifeſt. However then you will underſtand 
Chri/ts Propitiation, it was the Effect, and 
not the procuring Cauſe, of God's Love. Chriſt . 7 
himſelf was God's Gift to the World, and ſo hn ji; 
were his Diſciples God's Gift to him. The 16. xvii, 
Gifts then muſt have been fle Efects of bis 8, 9. 
Love, and were altogether free, and unpur- 
chaſed. If God had received moſt full Sa- 
titsfaction from Chriſt, as your and the Church Cate. 
of Rome hold, then God doth not pardon Siti, chiſm. ad 
or forgive Sinners, but his Juſlice muſt di © _ 
charge them, whom he had no Right to 
e G 2 detain ; 
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22. 
Exedov, 
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detain ; for Chriſt their Surety, or Bondſinan, had 
cleared the zwhole Debt. But I forbear, —and 
will briefly take Notice of ſome Texts you 
have cited, not with that Accuracy which 
might have been expected from a Perſon of 
your Character; whom, for ſome Reaſons, I 


truly reſpect. 


You ſay, without ſhedding of Blood there 
was no Remiſſion: The Apoſtle means, dn 
almoſt all ſuch ritual Thins as were legally 
purified by ſhedding of Blood. The Propo- 


fitton is not univerſal, as you have expreſſed it, 


but limitted by the Word almoſt, and by the 
Subject all Things, that is, egal Impurities. 


About 2000 Years had paſſed before the In- 
ſtitution of the Ceremonial Lau: Was there 


no Remiſſion in the Ages before? Sir, you 


will find, that Remiſſion, or Forgiveneſs of 


Rom. iii. 


1 


Sins, hath been a Standing - Rule, and Prac- 
tice too, in the Divine Government, from the 
firſt Man, Adam, and will 'be co with 


the e an 7 


| You refer us to another Palos,” which, 
with Submiſſion, is againſt your Scheme: 


For it is faid expreſtly, —That all bave finned : 


And then it preſently follows, but are juſtified 


| freely by his (that is) God's Grace-or-Fayour. 


---By the Redemption (or Deliverance) that 
is by Chr:/t,--- whom Gad appointed to be the 


| Perſon who ſhould declare his Mercy, --- as 


| God appointed the Mercy- Seat to be the Place 
"where he would declare his Mercy, — for a 


Demon 
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Demonſtration af God's Righteouſneſs, by his 
Remiſſion of paſt Offences.---By the Forbearance 
of God, --- who . demonſtrated his righteous. 
dealing, by declareing him a juſt Perſon, who 
held the Faith of Chriſt, or was @ Chriſtian ; 
arid rw u 1erwgInon#---And although Death be * 


the Wages, or Reward, of Sin, yet the Free deere 


Gift of God is Eternal Life. You ſee, Or. 


apicum are conſiſtent in God's Diſcipline, rte 
though very inconſiſtent in the Syſtem of his Tu 


Juſtice. 
From Gal. iv. 4. you ay.— That Chriſt was Sc. 
the Son of God, before his miraculous Con-F. '+ 
ception ! And did God ſend that Son, whom 
you think to be of the ſame Nature and Eſſence 
with the Father? I ask you, Did God ſend 
ſuch a Son on a Meſſage? What, the ſame 
God did ſend, and the ris God vas ſent ? 
Or, are they then tuo Gods, of the ſame 
ſpecific Nature? Is this the Doctrine of Chriſt ? 
Did he, or his Apoſtles, ever preach ſuch Doc- 
trine, or uſe ſuch Language? This is the 
Language indeed, and Doctrine, of the R- 
miſh Apoſtacy, of the Pope, and his Miſion- 
aries. Pray, Sir, how high will your No- 
tion exalt him, whom God highly exalted? . 


Kpismie, 
bom 


Remember, and take Heed; and may God ö : 


give you a careful and candid Mind ; "for 3 
highly concerns you, that you ſhould form a 
right Judgement of this, and other Texts 
you cite; particularly of the noted Paſſage 
Heb. 1, — And obſerve well, * 
e n 


Sounds may pgs that the: Son hich of 
is a Son, — bath; pokes to us, and 
not God himſelf, but God's Son. 1 
bo That he in d Son, whom God hath made, 
or appointed, Heir of all Things. . 
bat he is a Son, by nnd made 
| the World, in your Verſion! jo 1 | 
__ - Thatheisa Son,who mightbacompend 
to a Ray vr ene bot not as: 
I Dun itſelf. u Mlilnooni ( 
Or | 1 That he is * hos is, in Our » Verfion; 
Heb. i. J ſaid to de the expreſs Image of God's Perſon, 
TI” | bu not God's:own Perſon. 


1 "Majeſty. on high, bot is not that r 
on high, ©. 


Iniquity ; for which God, eben hit God, 

anointed him with the Gil of Gladneſs 

above his Felbuus; that dv; ewartle-his 

0 ſuperior Merit. 

wer That it Pleaſed | the Father; chit all Fulnifs 
' ſhould dwell in the Son ; and that the Ephe/ians 

Exheſ.i ili. might be filled with 40 46e Fug of God, 

14, 19. waz the Prayer of St. Paul. 8 

Ichn i. 1. That he, who was with God, was not tha 
very Ood with whom he was. 

Rom ix. That the Words over all, God blefled * 

5. ever, are a Doxology to Gedthe Father for you 


„ ſles it g_ by the fame St. Paul, Epbeſ. iv. 


6.— is one God, the Fatber, who is over 
all. In the primitive Church, the few and the 


weak 


That he is at on the Right-hand of 5 


[- That he loved Righte6oweks and hated: 
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weak Chriftians applied thoſe Wards to Jelud 
Chriſt, _ 

You know Chriſt binfelE;: in his ſolema John 
Prayer to the Father, faith, This.is Life eter- vii. 3 
nal, to know (acknowledge) thee, (O Father) 
to be alone the true God. Will not you, Sir, alſo 
acknowlege the Father alone to be the true God, 
when Chr:/t our Maſter owned, and praiſed, 
and prayed to him, as his only true God, and to 
whom alone Chrift makes Interceſſion for- us us, 
ſitting at God the Father's Right-band? Moſt 
certainly: He is now obſerving your Zeal, 
whither it -hurries you, and the Bias of your 
Study and earneſt Endeavours. I earneſtly 
with and pray all theſe may be employed not 
only for the Honour of the Head of the Chuch, 
that is, Chriſt, but above all, for the Head of 
Grif, that is, God. 1 Cor. xi. 3. 

I cannot, without a juſt Concern, obſerve 
ny you are entangled — modern Notions, 
and metaphyfical Terms, which you often men- 
tion, but particularly, Remar li, P. 19. where 
you declare, your Notion of the — in 
theſe Words 

1. That the divine Edence:i is but One. 134 
2. That there are Three Divine Perſons, 
and not One only; in this Divine Effence. -- 
| 3. That the Three divine Perſons in the 

One divine Effence, are e Son, and 
Spirit. 91 Bei oy 

gps) And you affirm; * an many: Thou- 
ſands of Writers and Preachers of the latter 
Ages, 
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Ages, 8 the preſent Age, have, and do 

affirm, and take their Reſt in theſe Pro- 
poſitions, or in the like, without making any 
further Enquiry. But I beſeech you, Sir, as 
you value your own Character, and the Re- 
gard you have for the Honour of God, and for 
the Reſpect you have for the Religion taught 
in the Holy Bible, that you would, with 
Diligence and a candid Exaniination, make 
a further and moſt careful Enquiry, whe- 
thee! One, or any, of theſe your Propoſitions 
you have named, are to be found in your 
Words, or the like Terms, in any one Text, 
Place, or Paſſage, in the whole Bible? The 
Bible you know, and all Proteſtants ſhould 
acknowledge;contains the whole Truth of our 
Religion, which we do, and ought to profeſs, 
as Chriſtians. In it, and in it alone, & muſt 
find, and found our Religion. Hath any 
one Divine, antient ar modern, of any Nation, 
Church, or Language, in any Century, or in 
any Creed, now extant, in all Chriſtendom, 
generally received :---Hath, I ſay, any one Di- 
vine ever openly declared, that their Faith, 


and Belief, concerning God's Eſſence, and 


Perſonality, are, or may be found, plainly 
and expreſsly, in your: or the like Terms, in 
any one Text, or Paſſage, of the whole Bible? 
It is no new Controverſy 3 it has been can- 
vaſſing for many Ages, among the Greeks, 
and the Latins, among Papiſti, and Proteſtants. 
Did any one of — to aſſert, 
88K Of 


God. Jed Chrift en np owns 
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or maintain, that his Notions or Propoſitions 
about the Eſſence or Perſonality of God, were 
expreſsly, and in Terms, to be found in the 
Holy Scriptures? Not One! No, not one! 
You, Sir, dare not fay ſo! For you are fo 
cautious, and I commend you for it, as to 
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fay, that you think your Notion of God's P. 19. 


Eſſence and Perſonality to be agreeable to the 


Word of God; which is confeſſing it is not 
expreſily mentioned therein. Pray, Sir, might 
it not reaſonably be expected, that a Doctrine, 
you judge of the firſt Importance, ſhould be 
often declared, in the cleareſt and plaineſt 
Words that could be found? Did Jets 


Chriſt, or did his Apo/tles, ever ſpeak of God, 


or the Three Perſons, in your Language? 
Not once in all the Holy Scriptures. Chrift 


always ſpeaks of God either 'as a Spirit, or as 


One Perſon, as his Father, and his God; and, as 
I have already faid, prayed to him, gave Thanks 
to him, ped bim, and obeyed him, and 
taught his Dz/ciples, his Followers, and Apoſtles, 
to do the ſame. They all believed and all 


practiſed as he did; as appears abundantly in 


the 4s, and in the Epiſtles. Have you 
greater Light? Have you clearer Knowledge 


of God, chan chey had? By the Terms, in 


which you enpreſs your Notion of God, it is 


plain; and certain to me, you have not. They 


never once mention the Eſſence of God, or that 
there are Three Perſons in the One Eſſence of 


the 
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the Fatber to. be his God, and ſo do his Abo- 
ſtles; and you own the Father to be One Per- 
ſon : Then it is plain their God was One Per- 
ſon. But you have Two more Perſons, in 
your, Notion of God! How! Two more Per- 
ſions than Chriſt and his Apaſtles had? But of 
theſe very important Points, I am prepared 

to offer more Conſiderations than my preſent 
Deſign will admit.— At preſent, I will only 
acquaint you, that there is not one ſingle 
Text in all the Bible, which you, or any 
Perſon whatſoever, can produce, and ſhew 
me, in theſe Words, which are, your Words, 
WS: e There are Three Divine Perfons in the 

One Divine Eſſence ; and in the Godbead 
Ie there are Father, Son, and Spirit.“ And! 
ſay, for one ſuch Place, or Paſſage, you, or 
or any Perſon whatever, ſhall produce, in 
your Words before cited, I will undertake 
to produce, not only 10, but 100, 1000 Places, 
in, the Bible, in which God ſpeaks of himſelf; 
©. .-— oa ſpoken of, and ſpoken to, as One Per- 
_— © en; and in ſuch Words too, as you, and all 
os... 5 & the Chriſtian. World underſtand; do fignify 
= - One Perſon; and you know, and every Body 
{ii knows, can ſignify no more than One Per- 
= Me. You know, Sir. that Chriſt himſelf faith, 
4 John at the Father is. the only true God; or, tbe 
*. 3. Father alone is tbe true God. And you know, 
= Sr, in the Holy Scriptures, the Father alone. 
| is often called be God and Father of us, and: 
of Chriſt himſelf; \. ** * * 


a 
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To us there is but One God, the Father: The Saluta- 


God and Father of our Lord Tejs Chriſt; 


the God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the glorious Epiſt. 
Father ; cum multis aliis, Will not theſe 1 Cor. 


lain, clear, and invincible ' Texts, ſatisfy * 


you, and all Chriſtians, who is the One; 1 pa 
and the true God of the Chriſtians? The Epheſ, i i. 


Holy Scriptures abound in Paſſages, proving 17. 
the God, the Pather, to be the God of cur Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, and the only true God, inſomuch, 
that it is aſtoniſhing that any Doubt, or Que- 
ſtion, ſhould ever riſe, and continue about 
it, among Chriſtians, 

I have ſome more Particulars to offer to 
your Conſideration, which, I hope, will ſettle 
the true Senſe of ſeveral Texts , you and others 
have often cited, to juſtify your Notion con- 
cerning the Death of Cbriſt. And, in Order to 
underftand the true Meaning of the Texts, 
where the Sacred Writers have taken Occa- 
fion to mention that important Article, we 
muſt conſider the few following Data, or 15 
lim inaries. 

1. That the Hiftory of the Fats and Cit: 
eumſtances relating to the Life and the Death 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Four Goſpels, and the 
pat of the Acts of the Apoſtles, are often 

oper Guide to lead us to che true and cer- 
cal Knowledge of many Phraſes uſed in the. 
Epiſtles, &c. and ſo is the Comparing of ane 
Scripture with anbther, 

2. | Figurative Terms and Paſſages, FED 
cal -and parabolical, ought not to be over- 

2 ſtrained, 
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ſtrained, «vs underſtood in a literal Senſe ; 
nor are literal 1 5 in a figurative Senſe. 
The Neglect of this Rule hath miſled Thou- 
ſands, and miſuſed the Authors they have read. 
No Writings, whatever have been more un- 


fairly uſed, than that beſt of Books, the Holy 


Bible, by the Force of Vit, pretended Cri- 
ticiſm, and real Enthuſiaſm. Examples of 


this Kind are too many, and too affecting, 
to be mentioned without Pity for the Miſtaken, 
and Horror for the Miſchiefs; the dreadful 
Tragedies, oweing to the Neglect of this moſt 
neceſſary Rule, Witneſſes, - moſt notorious 
Witneſſes of this, ate the Papal Doctrine of 
Tran) ubſtantiation, the Lutheran Conſubſtan - 
tration; and I with ſome Notions prevailing 
among Proteſtants with us, and Abroad, 
were not juſtly placed in this;Claks. . 

Another very neceſſary Rule to be ob» 
ſerved, is, bat Propojtions in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that are plain; evident, and agreed 
pn, and never yet controverted among 

riſtians, in any Age fince Chriſt's Time, 
ſhould not be br called in Queſtion, but ad- 
mitted as Maxims in the Chriſtian Reli gion. 
We Chriſtians, as ſuch, are to. * the 
1 110 of our great Maſter ſtrictly. And 
Chriſt having, in a, ſolemn, Prayer, (Jabn 


xvil. and xx. 17. owned the Father to bs = 


only true God, and to be his God; the Apoſtles 
Gar and Paul &c. in many forecited Texts, 


ans e * fe great ech 
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The Apoſtles Creed, received in all Ages fince 
the firſt Century, hath placed the ſame fun- 
damental Truth the firſt of its Articles, 
and acknowleges the Father. only,” and in 
expreſs Terms, to be Gad, the Father Al- 
mighty, &c. Nov it is certain that this Creed 
is altogether filent about the Eſſeuce, Nature, 
or Deity, of the Son and Holy-Gheſt. And is 
not (Sir) the Belief of Cbriſt, and of his 
Apoſtles, and of the Univerſal Church, to be 
regarded in ſo great a Point? Pray let us not 
be intoxicated with new Creed, and new No- 
tions, impoſed, as Articles of Faith, The 
Father we know, and the Son we know, and 
Holy Ghoſt we know; but that theſe are of 
the ſame divine Nature, and of the fame di- 
vine Eſſence, we know not, either from Rea- 
fon or the Holy Scriptures. You indeed feem 
to-think — know it. Surely our Faith is 
ſufficient, and we are very ſafe, if we believe 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles believed, concerning 
God. And can it be ſuppoſed, by any reaſon- 
able Man, that Chri/# and bis were 
miſtaken in the firſt Point of all Religion? 
And it cannot be ſuppoſed they can be miſled, 
who follow their Judgment, in a Point ſo 
clearly, ſo expteſsly declared, and ſo unani- 
mouſly received, as ph in wha: we call 
the Apoſtles Creed. 
4. In the Caſe under Debate, you, Sir, 
and all Divines eſpecially, are obliged to mind 
pros excellent Rule deliyered by St. „ 


62 God always preſent 
2 Tim. i. his Papil Timothy, Hold faſt the Form (or Sy- 
'5 fem) of ſound Words which thou haſt heard 
from me. Have you, Sir, | duly attended to 
| St. Pauls Form of found: Morde, which you 
Vide Sa- meet with in his Epiſtles, when be mentions + |} 
in Begin God the Father as the God and Father of us, 
ing of and of Jeſus Chriſt, and the God of Chriſt. 
his Epi To us — there is but One God, the 
— Tf 0 Father. Theſe are St. Paul's Forms of * 
rars, found Words. St. Peter's are the fame : 
1 Pet. i. God the Father: — The God and Fa- 
2, 3. ii. ce ther of our Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who re- 
„ 7. es ceived Honour and Glory from Ged the Fa- 
* ther.” And there are others as plain and 
expreſs. Tf: theſe, duly conſidered, do not 
fatisfy, it maſt be churgee 40 a urprizing 
Prejudice! | 
Feſus be welk Qviiels 58. forete? 
f his Death to his Diſciples in ſeveral Circum- 
Matt. ſtances; as that bare at Fernſalem, ſhould 
3 ſyffer many be killed; and be raiſed 
Mark ix, on the Third <M with other Particulars: 
27. and This was remembered by ſome Diſ- 
3. ciples, who followed him out of Galli lee. He 
Luke had, for Three Years,” frequent Opportunities 
| 33 of converſing —— and . — his — 
les. Is it not ſtrange, ange, that 
| ip ſhould never — to comfort J 
them, in their great Concern for his leaving 
q them, (Lay) not once mention the leaſt Hint, 
how neceſſary his Death was, 70 ſatisfy the 
| Ahe of God, to "atone fur their” Sint, to 
| ranſom 
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ranſom them. from the Execution of God's un- 


changeable Decree of eternal Damnation, un- 
leſs his Juſtice was fully ſatisfied, by an Offer- 
ing of infinite Value | Theſe, - in the Opi- 
nion of your Friends, are Points of the 
higheſt Conſequence; and you and they think 


Mr. Fofter highly blameable for his Silence 


' 


— * wy 1 
6 f 1 
- 17 
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to a dying Criminal, about Feſus, WS 


Redeemer ; and Mr. F ofter not directing him 
to pray for Pardon through Chriſt's Blood ; as 


if what, in your Opinion, had purchaſed out P. 1. 
Pardon, was more to be regarded than the 


Benevolence of him who is always ready to 


pardon Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, Sc. who is 


juſtly. repreſented by Chriſt in the Character 
of a tender Parent, receiving his penitent Son. 
Conſider, I beſeech you, the three Parables in 
St. Lale xv. which invincibly maintain the 
OEconomy and Philanthropy : of our beaveniy 


Father, in receiving the truly Penitent. And 


it may with great Truth and Juſtice be de- 
clared, that the very Miſian and whole Mi- 
niſtry of Jeſus Chriſt was wholly employed in 
inviting Sinners to Repentance and Forgi veneſs 


of Sin; or, as St. Paul expreſſeth it, to be- 


fſeecb Sinviers to. be reconciled to God: [And - 1); 


this Was alſo; the conſtant» Practice of the) 


ed Apoſtles. Upon due Enquiry, you 


find this to be a certain Fact. Vou may 


450 ask, what is the Reaſon that ſo much 
Streſs is laid, in many Texts, upon the Death, 
or the Blood of Chriſt ? I anſwer, 0 5:87 

(2 | 1. The 


_ - God Lhoays profent. 
1 Cor. 1. The preaching of Chriſt. mn 
i. 24. — a Stumbling-Bioct, and to the 
Greeks Fooli/meſs ; therefore his Holy Apoſtles 
judged it neceſſary to magnify the Character 
of their Maſer, and faithful Martyr, as he 
s:juſtly ſtiled; for bis Death was the higheſt 
Rev, i. 5. Teſtimony: Chrift could give to Men, of the 
&iii. 14. Truth of bis\Dorine; and of his intire Sub. 
mon to the Will of Gd. 
2 The Death of Chriſt, who! ſuffered with 
ſuch remarkable Refignation to God, and Cha- 
rity to bit Perferutors, for whom he prayed 
Luke with; his dying Breath, + Father; forgive 
*xill. 36. hemr His Death (I ff y) was the beſt Pattern 
that his Diſciptes | — 4 nmitate, in ſuffering 
for the F Gad, and his Truth; for he; 
becauſe (4k 75 4:b1ue laut) he fiffered Death, 
was crowned with Glory and Honour; which is 


2 Tim. an Encouragement to us, that, if we foffer 


ii. 11,12. with himy ur ſball live auth him; and an 
rh lum, as the ſpeaks. 

3. We ſhould not frame and: e 

1 other Ends of | Chrift's Dearth and Sufferings, 

Heb. ii. than thoſe which the Hoy Scriptures have de- 

- clared;; ua td leur Obadience, and perfett 

Heb, v. Our Obediente „6% bis' Example, who learned. 

 Qbedience-by'bus'$ „ aui was made per. 

fat: by huis Suſſerings; and thereby taught his 

mus wont hae behave; when they wrong- 

| md even/Deativitſcl. 1. Pet. ii, 19 

24. Ia -which:Paffape he plainly tells us, 

That Chr: bore! our: Sins (that 11 
(1 i 1 ; cc ge 


\ 


\ 


with his faithful Mmufters. os 


“ Uſage) in his Body on the Tree, that we 
* might die unto Sin, and live unto Righ- 
e teouſnels.” 

4. Another end, a8 St, Paul aſſures us, 
for which Cbriſt gave himſelf for us, was, 
that he might redeem (deliver) us from all —__ ü. 
* Imquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar ** 
« People, zealous of good Works,” By his 
holy Life and Doctrine he gave the beſt Rules, 
and a ſhining Example of active Obedience; 
and by his moſt exemplary Death, his paſſiye 
Virtues and Obedience, extorted an Acknow- 
ledgment from the Centurion, Sc. that he 
was the Son of God. 

5. St. Peter hath mention'd the great End 
of the Sufferings of Chriſt to have been this, 
that be might lead us to God, A glorious * 3 
End indeed | ! which the holy Prophets before 
him had in their View, and Chriſt purſued 
with the greateſt Diligence and Conſtancy. 
What other End a Perſon ſent from God to 
a ſinful World could aim at, is not eaſy to be 
a ſſign d. 

6. St. Paul expreſsly demonſtrates the 


Love of God towards us, — that when we 


were Sinners Chriſt died for us and, if > Rom. v. 

«© God be for us, (va n who can de a- vb. 9, 
<<. gainſt us. If God ſpared not his own Son, 32. 

« but deliver d him up for us all, (urige ul 


% gare) how will he (God) not with, him 


* freely give us all things? Could God 


want Satisfaction, * freely, and of his 


) meer 
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Satisfaction for us? You certainly know the 


Chriſti hs, erit guogue Cauſa e, Satisſfactio- 


the Author and Receiver of Satisfaction! God 
indeed was highly ſatisfied with the Death of 


Offering of the moſt valuable Perſon in the 
moft perfect Act of Obedience to the Will of 
God. And as he was God's Chriſt, or ap- 
pointed Miniſter, in every Act of his Mini- 


whoſe previous and antecedent Love to Man- 
kind made Cbriſt the free Gift of his Love. 

Mat. Apes”: And when 'tis conſiderd in what” man- 
tber ner Jeſus Chriſt behaved at his approaching 
Goſpels. Death, that he was in an Agony—that he 
Luke did ſweat Drops of Blood—that an Angel 
xxil. 44. was ſent to comfort him——can'one with 
any Reafon believe he knew or undertook to 
to ſatisfy God's Juſtice, or expiate our 
Sins? eſpecially when he acted with ſome Re- 
luctance, of which Reluctance he could not 


poſſibly give a ſtronger Proof than his With- 


drawing and praying with ſtrong Prayers, and 


Cries, and Tears, three Times, O Father ! 
if it be thy Will,” let this Cup paſs from me— 
From this State of Chriſt's mind at his ap- 
proaching Death, you maſt conclude that he 
loft his Memory, or Reſolution to ſuffer in 

our 


meer Love, gave for us, Chriſt, who was to make 
Rule in this caſe would be, Deus, qui eſt Cauſa 
nit per F. Chriſtum peractæ ! God would be both 


Chr1ift, it being a Sacrifice not to God's Juſtice; 
for Chriſt was truly innocent, but a free-will 


ſtration he acted by Authority from God, 
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our ſtead, for fulfilling his (ſuppoſed) Com- 
pact, with God the Father ; or you muſt ra- 
ther conclude, that he never knew or thought 
of any Agreement of that Nature. Vet, ac- 
cording to your Notion, Chriſt being of the 
ſame -E//ence with the Father, both Perſons 
muſt have been mutually conſcious to each 
other's Counſels ; and two ſuch conſcious Be- 
ings are, you know, one too many for the 
Oriftion Religion. 

I. will now deſire you, Sir, to conſider 
how much the ſacred Writers are miſinter- 
preted by ſome Gentlemen, whom with 
yourſelf J value for their commendable Zeal 
and Dilige | 

Your Ting I have ſhewn ſtrongly repre- 
' ſents God to have been the Author, from 
whom and by whom Chriſt was ſent to de- 
clare God's Propitiation or Readineſs to for- 
give—All the Bible agrees in this Account of 
God. And ſuch Texts, which are igurative 
and metonymical, muſt not be urg'd in a literal 
Senſe; for this would be perverting the holy 
Scriptures, All learned Divines are agreed, 
that by the Bleod of Gbrift, we are to under- 
ſtand the Death of Chriſt. And tis certain, 
that the Death of Chri/# was the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt convincing Argument he could 
offer to his Diſciples, to engage them to Per- 
ſeverance in the Truth he had taught them. 
His Life inſtructed them in all active Obe- 
dience to the Will of God, and his Death in- 

I 2 ſtructed 
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ſtructed them in the Exerciſe of ſuffering with 
Patience and Reſignation to the Will of 
God. Both his Life and his Death are to be 
conſidered as our Pattern and a perfect Exam- 
ple. And when they are duly and wiſely 
conſidered, they will have their-proper Ef- 
fects upon our Minds andeLives. In the ac- 
tive Duties of our Lives we ſhould have him 
in our View, and in all our Sufferings for the 
Cauſe of God, and bis Truth, we ſhould imi- 
tate his paſſive Virtues, and Obedience. And 
by our conforming ourſelves to Chriſt's living 
and dying Conduct, we become cleanſed, pu- 
rified, and ſanctiſied. The Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, by Inſtitution, did only ritually 
cleanſe and ſanctify - but the Blood, or Death 
of Chriſt rightly conſidered, purifies the Con- 
1 ſciente from dead Works Tis by our con- 
. ſidering the Death of Chriſt in this View, and 
= - with this Deſign only, that his Death be- 
| comes beneficial to us; or by our dying to 
j Sin, and living to Righteouſneſs. This I take 
to be the general and conſtant Purport and 
Intention of the Texts which mention the 
Blood, that is, the Death of Cbriſt. 
You ſay, let Men ſay what they will of the 
Pagel, 2. Merit of Virtue, or the Efficacy of Repen- 
tance, I never knew any wiſe Man boaſt in | g 
this manner. We all come ſhort of the Glory 
of God. But if Repentance, and a holy 
Life are the Way which God hath appointed 
to lead us to his Favour, pray don't deſpiſe 
| it. 
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it. Vou tell us, the Scripture knows no 
© Redemption but by the Blood of Feſus.” No, 
Sir ? — the Lord God of Hrael, the cruly 18 uke i. 
great Redeemer in the Old and New Teſta- 55 Palm 
ment, redeem us more ways than one? Godcæxxi. 7,8. 
certainly redeems by his Word, by his Good- 
neſs, by his Mercy, by his Forbearance- fot 
he is plenteous in Mercy and Redemption--- 
TAKA ielg* aur ,. AUTRWOET AL —EX FAT AV aue 
- #095 XTewor To Aww arrs. God who raiſed 
up Moſes to be Redeemer, did exalt Chriſt to Luke ii. 
be chief Guide and Saviour, to preach freely 38. 
the Doctrine of Repentance, and Forgiveneſs Acts v. 
of Sins. Obſerve theſe were the great Ends 31. 
for which a propitious God ſent Chriſt on his 
Miſſion. God then is our chief Saviour, and 
Chriſt a Redeemer under God, who made bim 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sand7ification, and Re- 1 Cor. r. 
demption. He was, as I have ſaid, the Chriſt 30. 
of God ; that is, a Perſon appointed by God 
to declare God's gracious Purpoſe in the Goſ- 
pel, to Mankind. This is the grand and 
gracious Deſign of God, and the chief End 
of Chriſts Miſſion and Miniſtry. | 

You ſay the Scripture knows no Redemption Pag. 2. 
but through the Blood of Fefus.” The Scripture lm 
hath no ſuch Notion. Shall God (o —— 1x 15: 
x- the redeeming Lord, be at a loſs how 5. 


to redeem his People? who made Chriſt him- Proverbs 


ſelf the. Agent or Inſtrument of our Redemp- Ia. 

tion? (He whom God rait d and exalted to xjj. 14. 

be a Saviour, As v. 31, and xiii. 23. _— 
under 
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under God in our Redemption and Salvation, 
To buy, to purchaſe, to redeem, are Terms 
uſed by the Sacred Writers to expreſs: their 
Minds concerning our Salvation. God is ſaid 
to buy, purchaſe, and redeem: his People 1 
rael, (Vid. Concord.) Are theſe Words to be 
underſtood literally? No certainly; nor can 
they be ſo underſtood, when ſpoken of Chriſt, 
or his Blood, Death, Cc. Such Terms are 
the Species, and to gain, ſave, or deliver, are 


1 240 ene Genus under which they are contain'd. 


No Language is without the Uſe of ſuch Fi- 
gutes. We uſe----buying. Repentance, = 
** chafing Fame, redeeming Time. | So Chriſt is 
ſaid to redeem, and to purchaſe with his 
Blood; that is, by ſhedding his Blood he uſed 
the ſtrongeſt Argument he could offer to con- 
firm the Goſpel, and to perſuade his Diſci- 
-: ples to receive it. He purchaſed the Church; 
that is, he gain d Diſciples: in his Life time 
by his Doctrine, Example, and Miniſtry : 
And by his moſt exemplary Death offer d to 
his Followers the ſtrongeſt Proof of his Love 
for them, and Regard for the Honour of God, 
and his Goſpel. And this Death was the laſt 
and higheſt Evidence he could give of his 
_ Zeal for his God, and the Church of God: 
For which Reaſon the Sacred Writers are ſo 
frequent in mentioning the Death of Chriſt in 
moſt reſpectable Language. Yet they take 
care at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Con- 
text, to raiſe their N otions and Language to a 
| higher 
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higher. Pathos, when they are ſpeaking of 
God's Benevolence, Grace, or Favour; as I have 
already obſerv d in that noble Paragraph, 1 of 
Epbeſ. 1-8. St. Paul was perſuaded by Chriſt's 
Death for us, to have a high Regard for that 


laſt Inſtance. of Chriſt's Love to us, Yet he 


ever takes care to abound in elaborate Expreſ- 


ions, and more emphatical Language, to ſet 


forth the Riches of God's Grace and Mercy; 
which are indeed the true Source, and Origin” 
of all the Benefit we receive by Chriſt. Re- 
view your own Text. God loved us, and ſent, 
Sc. Es rere, by this is God's Love demonſtrated 


7r 


that . he ſent his Son to be a Propitiation.— 1 John 
Mind well another Text you cite, Rom. v. 8. Iv. 9, 10, 


1. e. God much recommended Mis Love, in! 


his not ſparing bis Son, &c. 


But Chrift, (according to your Scheme) 


did much more recommend his Love for us, 
by his dying for us to purchaſe our Redemp- 
tion, and God's Propitiation. St. Paul makes 
God's Love the Cauſe of all the Benefit we 
have by the Death of Chri/ft, you make 
Cbriſt's Death the meritotious Cauſe of all the 
Love and Favour we receive from God ! 


You, Sir, cite Revel. i. 5.---who waſhed us Page 2. 


from our Sins in bis Blood---was this real Fact? 
Is your literal Senſe the true Senſe? How 


_ will wiſe and good Men obtrude a literal 


Senſe. upon figurative Terms? What Con- 
nection between this Paſſage and your Text? 
Gag ſeat his Son to be a Propitiation, and 


Chriſt 


Sad ahways preſent. 
Chriſt waſhed us in his Blood. Is that Fact? 


his Blood? Vou muſt then recur to the fi- 
gurative Senſe, and that is, that Chriſt, by 
ſhedding his Blood, confirm'd his Diſciples 
in their Perſuaſion of the Truth and Impor- 
tance of the Religion be had taught them; 
and that it was a Religion well worthy of 
their perſevering in it, and even dying for it. 
This Notion, of Cbriſts Deatb, or waſbing bis 
Followers in his Blood muſt neceſſarily lead 
them out of a Courſe of Sin, and conduct 
them in a Courſe of true Piety and Virtue. 
To be waſh'd in Cbriſt's Blood is in the moral 
Senſe of the Phraſe, to be puriſied by the 
right Conſideration of his whole dying Con- 
duct; ſo as we may be prepared to follow his 

1 Pet. ii. Example, and die unto Sin, and live unto 
*+ Righteouſneſs ; as St. Peter expreſsly declares 
it to be the great End of Chriſts Death. In 

the figurative Senſe Qriſt in his whole Life, 
Doctrine and Miniſtry, was waſhing his Diſ- 

Ephel. v. ciples from their Sins. St. Paul ſpeaketh of 
: Cbriſt's waſhing his Church by his Word. Chri/t 
John xv. faith, his Diſciples were clean, or purified by 
1, the Word he had ſpoken to them.. And Chriſt 
pray d to his! God, and our God, that he 


would ſanctiſ his Diſciples by God's Truth; 


that is, the Goſpel. Maſbing, in the figura- 
tive Senſe, is ſanctiſying in the literal Senſe. 
All that Chriſt did, living and dying was to 
waſh, to clan, 1o-purijy, to ſndih, 10 
7 5661 purchaſe, 


Were any of Cbriſt's Diſciples ever waſh'd in 


11 


with his faithful Miniſters. 


2 ; and, in one Word, (which is the 
aſe of them all) to lead his Follower into 
the ſpiritual Kingdom of God, by the Rule of 
God's Word, by which Chriſt anctifyd him- 


elt, Joln xvii. 18, 19. 


I defire you to attend to the plain, literal 
Senſe of ſome of the Texts you have cited in 
your Sermon, Page 2. and you muſt be con- 
vinced, that the Love of God is extoll'd in 
ſuch bigb Terms, by St. John and St. Paul top, 
that you cannot well avoid being perſuaded, 


that Cbriſt's Meſſage to the World, (the Goſ- 


was a Meſſage of God's Love to the 

orld, — the World to God, and 

ror to reconcile God to the World for Chi 's 
fake, as you ſay, Page 3. 

You cite Egheſ. iv. 32. which is evidently 

to your hole Scheme St. Paul 

* the Epbeſians to be kind one ts another, 


tender brarted, and forgiving freely one an- 


other, even as God by Chriſt had freely forgiven 


them. If God freely forgives, he expects no 


Satisfaction; if he doth not forgive without 
Satisfaction, are we ſo to forgive? Is this St. 
Paul's Meaning, when he exhorts freely to 
forgive after the Example of God? Whoſe 
Characters are there propoſed for our Imita- 


— Xęus . au , Xaproaumd-. 


is intirely againſt you. Mind the Terms — 
«- juſtified 255 by 2 s Grace (or Fayour) 
n ee is, by the 


cc * Way 
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The Text you cite, Rom: iv. 24, 25, 26. Page 8. 


74 God always - preſent 
% way of our Deliverance, which was de- 
« clared by Chriſt Teſus——wobom God hath 
* Tos forth (or fore-ordain'd) to be a Propi- 
* tation ;” that is, ſent Chriſt to declare 
God's being propitious, or willing to be re- 
conciled to the World. See 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 
20.,—and mind the Words that follow, ver. 
Rom. in. 2 5.4 to demonſtrate God's Rightcouſneſ, 
* that he is righteous in forgiving paſt Sins. 
You fee God may freely pardon, and be ne- 
vertheleſs juſt, Juſtice, and Mercy, or For- 
giveneſs, are very conſiſtent in God's wiſe and 
gracious Government over Mankind, And 
In may obſerve, that Chri/? the Ha was 
appointed by God. And that we are freely 5 
juſtified by God's Grace, which Grace was | 
publiſh d by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel, ſtiled 
here the Redemption by Jeſus, who was God's 
Miniſter in our Redemption, and not the prin- 
cipal Efficient of our Redemption. Pray let 
God's Primacy in our Salvation be ſecured ; and 
= his Minifters, that glory, glory in the Lord 
ehovah}], 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. for tis from 
m that Wy was made 'for us, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemp- 
ion. Fou may ſee the Language of the 
fore· mentioned Text is fully ſufficient to de- 
ſtroy any Notion of Sati action, or Propitia. 
tion made by Chriſt to God, to render him 


5 placable or propitious. Chriũ was made by 
God a fort of Mercy-ſeat, alluding to that 
— of God: by Mofes, to declare 

— in 
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in the Goſpel God's Mercy or Favour to ſuch, 
who embraced the Faith, or Goſpel of Chriſt, 
which he confirm'd by heddiap his Blood. 
No Emblem or Figure could better repre- 
ſent the Wiſdom of God's Government, than 
his ordering a Mercy-ſeat to be plac'd over the 
Ark, or Cheſt, in which was depoſited the 
two Tables of the Decalogue, or ten Com- 


mandments. Theſe were to be the great 


Rules of the People's Duty to God, and Man. 

And the Mercy: ſeat was the Emblem of God's 
gracious Fudgment concerning their ſincere 
Obedience and Repentance. God's righteous 

Law was attended by his Mercy-ſeat, which 

Seat evidently demonſtrated the perfect Con- 
ſiſtence of his Juſtice and Goodneſs. The 
Mercy-ſeat only declar'd God's gracious Inten- 

tion to the Iſraelites: And Chriſt our Mercy-ſeat 

did likewiſe only declare, but not procure, ON rs not 
purchaſe God's Favour to the World ; Grace, 525 * 
that is, the Goſpel, came by Foſs Chriſt. io. 
You, Sir, in other Words, own this Good-John i. 
neſs of God, ſaying, God hath provided a 
Mediator, and Redeemer. | Then ſure the 
chief Glory is due to God who provided, and 

made Chriſta Redeemer, a Saviour, In our 
Meditation on this divine Subject we ſhould 
imitate the heavenly Hoſt of Angels, who Luke ii, 
gave Glory to God in the higheſt, for ſend- 3. 
ing, (by Cbriſt, (his Miniſter) Peace on 
Earth, and Good-will towards Men. This 
Meſſage of Peace, or Happineſs) and Good- 

— K 2 will 
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will from God came by Jeſus Chriſt gu news 
not becauſe of, or for the lake of Jeſus 4557 
Dee hem Xpiroy, —God was the prime and ſole 
Cauſe of this Peace and Good- ill, Chrift was 
not the meritoriots, but the miniflerial Cauſe in 
publiſhing this gracious Meſſage to the World, 
which; tho' often mention d, can never be too 
often acknowledg'd, by thaſe who have a due 
Senſe of the Gopdneſs of God to ſinful Men. 
You mention the Holineſs an * of God 
as efſential, and neceſſary to the divine Nature, 
as Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs. Be it ſo, will 
it follow, becauſe God is eſſentially juſt in 
himſelf, therefore he muſt neceſſarily execute 
Juſtice upon all Sinners at all times, and in all 
eaſes? This would exclude the Exerciſe of his 
Goodneſs at all times, and in all cafes. All his Ex- 
hortatians, and Promiſes of Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs, would be entirely ſuperſeded. You, Sir, in 
the ſame Breath, own-. God. hath provided a 
Mediator, &. Are theſe Notions conſiſtent ? 
Certainly the Exerciſeof the Juſtice, and Good- 
nes of Ood, i altogethet conſiſtent in the 
Government of intelligent Beings, and is ſo 
repreſented in almoſt every Book, if not every 
Chapter of the Bible. To leate no room for 
God's Exerciſe of bis Merey and Goodneſs, 


vou inſinuate, that God is as jealous of his 
e. Far thfulneſs in the Execution of bes Threat 


Mf-, nings, as in the Accompliſhments of h, Pra- 
amiſes:“ Very true; becauſe both are con- 


1 and you wandte enn know. it. « 1 


2 
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with; bi faithful Minifters. 
add, Page 10. The Wages of Sin is Death. 
Did thoſe Sinners mention'd in the Context 
receive theſe Wages? Doth not St. Pani 


thank God for their Converſion? Are not the 
Wages of Sin, and eternal Life, propoſed as 
final Rewards to Perſons in a State of Trial? 
I plainly ſee you aim at making God inexo- 
table, and implacable, unleſs he receives full 
Satisfattion.——You fay, © the Curſe (of 


* God) muſt take place in the Puniſhment of 


% Sin —and the Weight of God's Wrath fall 
upon us. What neceſſarily, that he may 
be faithful to his Threats? as you ſaid be- 


fore. No, no; for now you ſay (how con- 


ſiſtently!) God had provided a Redeemer, 


then that was an Act of his Goodneſs, and con- 


ſiſtent with his Faffice. Q. E. D. 

After that you to mention other 
Texts, with ſuch Inaccuracy--that it gives 
me no ſmall Concern for their being ſo un- 
fairly introduc'd to ſerve your Purpoſe, To fol- 
low you, and reſcue all thoſe Texts out of your 
Hands, would require a Volume. That is al- 
ready done for your Inſtruction by ſome worthy 
Divines. And if God pertnit, may be attempted 
by myſelf in a more general Work. What L have 
already offer d to your ſerious Conſideration 
will, I hope, meet with ſo much Candour, and 
Regard for Truth, and your own Character, 
as to diſpoſe you ta review your Notions: For 
your : Modeſty will certainly oblige you to ac- 


kao edge you may gib y be miſtaken. 


The 
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| The Father to be the God of Jeſus 
| Chriſt? Epbeſ. i. 17. and that the Head of 
| Chriſt is God? 1 Cor. xi. 3. 

Chriſt was the Apoſtle; or a Perſon ſent 
| from God, and appointed by God to pub- 
liſh the Goſpel ? Heb. iii. 1. Jobn xvii. 3: 
Sc. ubtque, Mark i. 15. 

The Father who ſent him comments 
him what he ſhould ſay and ſpeak ? Mar. 
1 iv. 23. Luke iv. 18. John xii. 49. 
+ Chriſt offer'd Prayer and Worſhip to 

| God ? Jabn xvii. throughout. Take xxil 
| 41> 4 

| Chit paid Obedience to God? See the 
Do noe ſout Goſpels, Philip. ii. 8. Hebr. v. g. 
the Holy | Chriſt died a faithful Witneſs or Mar- 
Scriptures < tyr in the Cauſe of God ? Revel, i. Fore 
—_ | Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by the 

Power of God? 1 Pet. i. 21, 

Chriſt was highly exalted, and ſet at 
God's right Hand? Philip. ii 9. Epbeſ. i. 20. 

The Man Chrift, appointed Judge of the 
World by God? Act wii. 31. 
| Chriſt had Glory given to him by God, 
| that our Faith and Hope _ be in God? 
1 Pet. i. 21. | 4 
4 Chriſt had aum God a — given | 
| | him, a Name above every»Name, that all 1 

Sul own his ſuperior Authority, to the 
| Glory of God the Father ?: Philip. ii. 11 
[ Chriſt had all Things put under him by 

God, and Chriſt himſelf ſhall be ſubject to 
1 God, who will be all in all? The 
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with his faithful Miniſters. 

The Goſpel is a Goſpel of God's Grace, or 
Favour--- As xx. 24. 

The whole Goſpel is God's Scheme deli- 

ver'd to Feſus, whom God exalted or raiſed 
to the Dignity of Meſias, or appointed to 
execute that Declaration of God's Grace and 
Favour to Mankind. As ii. 36. v. 31 


And fince God hath been pleaſed in theſe Heb. i. x. 


Laſt Days to ſpeak unto us by his Son Feſus 
Cbriſt, we ought to give the . Atten- 
tion to his Words. 

Let me therefore intreat you ſeriouſly to 
conſider the following Points, which are of 
ſuch Importance in the Chriſtian Religion, 
that you and all Chriſtians mult think, they 
deſerve the moſt careful Examination, and 
the cleareſt and calmeſt Anſwer, 

Whether Jeſus Chriſt did not expreſsly ac- 
knowledge the Father to be the only true God? 
Jobn xvii. 3. 

Whether Jeſus Chrift did not worſhip the 

Father alone, as his God? Jobn xvii. 3. 
Luke xvii. 42---4.5, &c. 
Whether Jeſus Chri/? did not expreſsly ſay, 
that the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father? And, that the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
to worſhip him? Jobn iv. 23. ä 

Whether Jeſus Chriſt did not expreſsly af- 
firm, that God is a Spirit, (or one Spirit)? 
Jobn iv. 24 
| Whether a Spirit is one, or more than one 
** And whether the Father, whom 


Jeſus 


Churches, and in all Ages of the whole 


Cad always preſent 
Jeſus Crit worſhipp'd, as his God, be one 
Perſon, or more than one Perſon } 
Whether Chrilt's Apoſtles and Diſciples 
did not worſhip (with ſupreme Worſhip) the 
Bailer alone, as their EIT God ? * 
Au. 6, GW. 


| Whether) the Father hath not, in all 


Church ao, been werfe with bs 


Worſhip? - | 1 
Whether, ( tho the Son and the Hol Ghef 
are by ſome affirmed to be { and ca- 


fential with the Father, I fay, whether) equal 
ever been given to Father, Son, aud Holy 
Ghoſt, in any publick Form of Worſhip, or 
Liturgy, throughout the whole Worſhip, 
any” Church or Chriſtian Aſſembly in al 
in any Age of the Chrifticn 

Church? And whether any ſuch equal ſu- 
preme Worſhip is now actually, and in ex- 
preis Terms, offer d to Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, through the whole Performance, and | 


Contiiumnce of their W 
ther the Father alone is 
Chip 


>? And whe- 
dt generally wor- 


Mediator? And is that equal, ſupreme 
Worthip p The Texts I have cited over againſt 
my Queſtions are literal, expreſs, and as 
plain as the original Language, or any Ver- 
Jon, can make them. Can you, Sir, fli- 


bly cite — ddl he Bi 
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ped, and prayed to, Fa the Son, as 


with bis faithful Minifters. 3r 
in your Words; There are three divine Per- 
ſons: in one divine 8 vi. Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt? . by 1 
| After a moſt diligent airy, a the age 19. 
4 * moſt eminent Divines, 1 the Libraties r 
throughout all Chriſtendom, for above 1400 
Years ſucceſſively, to diſcover in any one 
MS. or one antient Verſion, wherein this and 
other Propoſitions might be read in expreſs 
Terms, to juſtify the Faith of thoſe, who call 
theinſelves the — and to confute the 
Heretics, who have perpetually demanded of 
the Orthodox to produce them, it is hardly to 
be expected from you; or any modern Chri- 
1 ſtian: I will only except the Holy See, that 
great Practitioner, and Admirer of pious 
Frauds and Forgeties. Her Spiritual Fug- 
glers may corrupt ſome old MS. or forge a 
new one, which may exhibit a direct literal 
Text in your Terms. The Complutentian E- 
dition of Cardinal Ximenes had ſome Mo- 
deſty, and durſt not form a Text directly to 
your Purpoſe. That which is no current in 
I. Jobn v. 7. comes much ſhort, not of be- 
ing ſpurious; for that it is ſo allow'd by all 
the learned Enquirers; but as it is worded,” 
it oomes much ſhort of beg Notion, and of 
the reigning vulgar My Requeſt is 
moſt reaſonable, that you wal produce one 
ſingle Text, that literally, and in the very 
Words, exprefſeth your Notion of three Per- 
ſons in one Eſſence; for the many I can pro- 
L duce 


92 God. always preſent, &c. 
N duce that expreſsly declare the Father of Je- 
| fus Chriſt to be his God, and our God; and 
„ many Hundreds of Texts, that expreſsly 

0 b one Perſon, er Ferſon 


Men 


To conclude my Adel muſt beſceal 
you, with all the Concern I. ought to have for 
the Cauſe, and Honour of the God and Fa- 
ther f Jeſus Chriſt,” whom he (Chriſt) own'd 
and worſhipped as the only true Gad; I be- 
ſeech you, by all the Regard you have for 
this fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that you would employ your moſt-ſe- 
rious Hours in the Review of theſe important 

Points of our Holy Faith; and lay aſide thoſe 
fallacious, \and: unſeriptural Terms---One Na- 
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Mential, co equal, cb- eternal, &c. and like a 
true Proteſtant Hero, and Apoſtolic Chriſtian, 

preach and profeſs that Faith, which the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and his Apoſtles; once deliver d 
: to the Saints and remember with me, that 
=p there is more Foy in Heaven over one Sinner 
who repentetb, than for 99 NG Kadenz, 
3 be eee be RARE 15710 ; 
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ture, one Eſſence, and their Papal Retinue, cu- 
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